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duſtry, by _— every poor Perſon 
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T6 he N FAD E R. 


HE Expence of maintaining the 
Poor, ſince the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of Poor Rates, in the Reign of Queen 


Elizabeth, having gradually increaſed, to 
the Amount of at leaſt Two Millions a 
Year; excluſive of all the Public and Pri- 
vate Charities, which are immenſe ; and 
being yet advancing, in a very rapid and 


alarming Degree, calls aloud for ſome 
ſpeedy and effectual Interpoſition and Re- 


lief; eſpecially when we ſee the Poor, 


after all theſe Expences, diſtreſſed, beg- 
ging, and ſtarving, in moſt Parts a the 


Kingdom. 


To inveſtigate the Cauſes, and point 


out the Remedy for this Evil, is the ar- 
duous Taſk I have undertaken. 


Idleneſs, Profligacy, and a Relaxation 


of the Laws, are undoubtedly the Cauſes, 
Labour and Induſtry, under a vigorous 
and ſpirited Execution of the Laws, with 


ſome few Amendments, muſt be the Re- 


medy. 


My great Objects are to promote In- 


to 


1 75 


to labour who is able to work; to take 
proper Care of thoſe who are not {o, to 
reform the diſſolute, and refractory, by 


Puniſhments well adapted to their Of- 


fences; and, by a ſeaſonable and prudent 
Oeconomy, to guard againſt every Im- 
Ppoſition and unneceitary Expence: It ts 
therefore extremely material to conſider 
which is the beft Mode to effect theſe 
great and deſirable Purpoſes. 

This heavy Burden, which the People 
have been ſo long oppreſſed with, has 
produced many Efforts to be relieved 


from it; the laſt Attempt of that Sort 
Was about ſixteen Years ago, by a Bill 


which I brought into Parliament upon a 


very extenſive Plan; to form every 
County into a convenient Number of 


Diſtricts, and to eſtabliſh a Houle of In- 


duſtry in each, for the Reception and 


Employment of the Poor (in the Manner 
then lately eſtabliſhed by Parliament with- 
in ſeveral incorporated Diſtricts). 


That Bill, after full Conſideration, 


paſſed the Houſe of Commons, with very 


little Oppoſition ; but was afterwards re- 


jected by the Lords. 


Since that Time, many Proceedings 


5 have been taken in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, with a View to the future Conſi- 


deration of that Subject, and Returns 
have been procured from the ſeveral 


Houſes of mr and Workhouſes, and 
allo 
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533 
alſo from the Houſes of Cor: rection, in 
different Parts of the Kingdom. 5 

From theſe, and the beſt Information 
which can be collected, it appears, that 
the Houſes of Induſtry have ſucceeded : 
very well, in Places where they have 
been duly a attended by Gentlemen reſpe&- 
able in their Neighbourhood ; but in 
others, where the Inſpectors have not been 
10 ſtrict, Impoſitions have crept in, and 
rendered them leſs beneticial. 

Finding theſe Houſes attended wit h a 

conſiderable Expence in their Buildings 
and Furniture, and the Succeſs of them, 
in ſome Degree, precarious, from the Cir 
cumſtances I have mentioned; and know- 
ing the Difficulties of procuring Money 
for great Works, in the preſent Situation 
of Public Affairs (even if that Plan of 
large Houſes ſhould have appeared moſt 
eligible), I have turned my Thoughts to 
another, upon a more Oeconomical Scale 
in Point of Expence, but equally great 
in the Extent of its Objects. 

To make this Plan more practicable, 
and to facilitate the Progreſs and Execu- 
tion of it, I have divided it under three 
Heads, and prepared a Bill for each, 
though in many reſpects they are much | 
connected. 

The Firſt is, For the better R clief and : 
Employment of the Poor.” 
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The Second: « To amend, and render 
© more effectual, the Laws in being re- 
ative to Houles of Correction.“ > 
The Third, © To amend and make 
“ more effeQual the Laws in being rela- 
© tive to Rogues, Vagabonds, and other 

& idle and diſorderly Perſons.” 
| Theſe are made as conciſe as the Na- 
ture of the Buſineſs will admit, and have 
been much improved by the Obſervations 
and Aſſiſtance of many reſpectable Mem- 
bers, who have attended the Committees 
and Meetings upon them; and from ma- 
ny Hints and Obſervations which I have 


been favoured with from other Gentle- 


men. 
Theſe Bills are chiefly adapted to Pa- 
riſhes and Places in the Country. Thoſe 
within the Metropolis, and Bills of Mor- 
tality, may require ſeparate Acts, or 
ſome Clauſes in the others more pecu- 
liarly fitted to their Situation, and the 
local Circumſtances attending them; but, 
in moſt of che large Pariſhes, they have 
ſeparate Acts of Parliament for their Rule 
and Direction, which renders theſe ei- 
ther totally unneceſſary, or in a leſs De- 
 gree uſeful. 
I hoped, however, chat ſome of the 
Proviſions in theſe Bills will furniſh Mat- 
ter for a good Law of Police within theſe 
great Cities, which i is much wanted; 1 
7 } 
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if it could accompany theſe other Im- 
provements in our Police, it would be 


very acceptable to the Public. 


100 make theſe Bills more intelligible, 
J will ſtate the general Objects, Scope, 


Deſign, and Practicability of each; and 
point out the means of curing ſuch of 
their Defects as appear to me. 

It is intended, by the Notes, to ſhew 


the Alterations in the old Law, and the 


new Proviſions which are made. 
1ſt, With reſpect to the Bill for the better. 
Relidf and Employment of the Poor. 


The firſt ad great Object is, to have 
them properly employ ed. There are but 


few Workhouſes in many Parts of the 


Country; and thoſe, for want of proper 
Governors, ſuitable Employment, and 
good Order, frequently become odious to 
the poor People; and, inſtead of reducing, 
in ſome Places increaſe the Poor's Rates. 

Many Country Pariſhes being too 
ſmall to bear the Expence of a proper 
Governor for the Care of ſuch a Houſe 


(without which no good Effect can ariſe 


from it), the Legiſlature thought fit, by 
a Clauſe 3 in an At paſſed in the 9 _ 1. 
c. 7. to authoriſe Two or more Pariſhes to 
unite for that Purpoſe; but the Object ofthat 
Clauſe was for the Pariſhes to contract with 
B 3 ſome 
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ſome Perſon to keep and employ the Poor, 
and take the Profits of their Labour. 
That Power having been groſsly abuſed 
in ſome Places, and. occaſioned many 
Complaints, is now very rarely exer- 
ciſed, 
pealed; but the Idea of uniting Pariſhes, 


for the Sake of providing Workhouſes, 


and eaſing the Expence to individual 
Places, has been adopted, in many Parts 
of this Kingdom, by Agreements formed 
between a Number of adjacent Pariſhes, 


to provide for the Maintenance and an ng 
ployment of their Poor at a common Wl 


Expence, without farming them out, 


Theſe Aſſociations ſtand upon their 
without any legal 


particular Agreements, 
Foundation, and frequently without any 


Proper Rules and Regulations to eſtabliſfn 
and enforce good Order and Government 


amongſt them. 

Workhouſes are generally inhabited by 
all Sorts of Perſons Old, Young, Sickly, 
Diſeaſed, and alſo the Diſſolute and Pro- 


fligate, and many of them without Em- 


ployment. Hence ariſe Confuſion, Diſ- 
order, and Diſtreſſes, 
deſeribed. . 


I have long thought it a great Defect z 
in the Management of the common 


Wor khoules, that all Deſcriptions of poor 
Perſons ſhould be ſent thither; where, 


and therefore intended to be re- 
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for the moſt Part, they are very ill ac- 
commodated. 1 he Clamorous and Dit- 
orderly always make Confuton ; they 


diſturb the Peace and Quiet of the Old 
and Infirm, and e Procure and 
conſume the beſt Proviſions: Therefore, 


in this Bill, a Method is introduced 7 
claſſing the Poor, by bringing into the 


Poor-houſes none but the Aged, Infirm, 


1 50 : and impotent, who are. not Able to main- b 


3 


78 


tain themſelves by their Labour, but are 


to be employed 111 doing as much Work 


as they can. 


Thoſe who are Sp able, and 


willing to labour, are to be hired out, 
e Tug Work can . procured for them. 


The Idle and Diſſolute are to be kept 


to hard Labour in the Houſes of Cor- 


rection; and the Infant Poor, in their 
tender Years, are to be placed out with 


proper Perſons, and under a good In- 
ſpection, till they are of ſufficient Age to 


be placed as Servants or Apprentices. 
Under this Arrangement, the Buildings 
need not be large, or expenſive; and the 
Poor will be better accommodated at much 
leſs Expence. 


Theſe are the general Proviſions of this 


= Bill, which do not prevent any Plans for 


larger Buildings, and more extenſive 


= Diſtricts, if they ſhould hereafter be found 


eligible; but provide immediate Relief 


F 7 ↄ)ß5„ 


1 
for thoſe Pariſhes which ſtand in Need 
of it. This Bill eſtabliſhes an Inſtitution, 
in a Manner very eaſy and practicable, 
and at a moderate Expence; preſcribing 
Rules, Orders, and Directions for the 
Government of it. 

It provides for hiring Houſes for the 
Purpoſe, where they can be procured, for 
three Years certain only, In ſome Places 
the preſent Workhouſes may ſerve for 
their own and ſome adjacent Pariſhes, 
which may contribute to the Rent of 
them; in others, old Manſions, or large 
and uſeleſs Buildings, may be hired: at 
ſmall Rents, and fitted up for the Pur- 
poſe ; and in others, e Houſes and 
Buildings, ſtanding near each other, may 
be hired and fitted up in like Manner. 3 
Ihe Bill leaves a Latitude for ſuch of 
the firſt Claſs as ſhall be thought proper 
to remain in their own Habitations (if 
they have any), or to be placed with any 
Friend or Relation, at weekly Allowances, 
adapted to their Circumſtances and Situa- 
tion; it being underſtood, in all theſe 
Caſes, that the Perſons who keep them 
ſhall have the Benefit of ſuch Labour as 
they are able to perform; and the weekly 
Pay to be fixed accordingly. 8 

think Endeavours ſhould be uſed to 
give proper Relief to thoſe who are inno- 
cent in their Conduct, and moderate in WF 
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their Requeſts, without ſending them to 
the Poor-houſe; but the greateſt Caution 


muſt be uſed by the Viſitors, &c. in 


XZ ſettling and ſuperintending thoſe Out- 


poor, otherwiſe they will open a Door 


to much Fraud and Impolition. _ 
As much depends upon the good Diſ- 
poſition and Ability of the Overſeers for 


the Execution of the Proviſions of this 


Bill, it is to be lamented, that the Perſons 
generally appointed to that Office, are ſo 
unequal to the Truſt. Great Part of the 
Diſtreſſes of the Poor, and of the Profu- 
ſion of Expence, ariſes from this Cauſe. 


Some of theſe Pariſh Officers are too apt 


to gratify themſelves and their Favourites, 
and to neglect the more deſerving Ob- 


jects, in the Application of the Pariſh 


Money. 


By what Means this Grievance can 


be moſt properly cured, is a Matter of 

great Importance, and deſerves very ſe- 
rious Conſideration. It is a Misfortune 
that, in ſome Pariſhes, there are no fit 


Perſons to be found for the Purpoſe ; and 
it will be diſagreeable to bring Strangers 


into that Office. The Expedient pro- 
poſed by the Bill, is, that the Perſons 


contributing to the Poor's Rates, may, 


at a Veſtry Meeting, if they think fit, 
nominate a Perſon to be Guardian of 


the Poor, and to ſupply the Place of 


the 


m1 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers in all 
Reſpects, except making the Rates, 
collecting, and paying the Money. 
With regard to a Salary, which ſome 


Gentlemen have wiſhed to be provided, it 


allowed, there may be too much Partiality 
in the Choice; ; upon which Conſidera- 


tion it ſeems beſt to omit it, at leaſt in 


the firſt Year; and that b ee 13 no- 
minated, mould be compelled, under a 


penalty, to ſerve the Office for one Year. 


If, after that Experience, he ſhall be found 
to be very capable and attentive, he may 

be continued, if it be ee fi, with a 
Salary. 
There are Pillen to reſtrain, un- 
der a Penalty, any Churchwarden, Over- 
ſeer, Guardian, or Viſitor, from ſell- 
ing or furniſhing any Materials, Goods, 
or Proviſions, for the Uſe of the Poor, 
in which he has any Concern in Trade, 


or Intereſt: and if theſe Pariſh Officers 


were to pals their Accounts four Times 


a Year, on Oath, before a Juſtice of 


Peace, the Pariſhes would be much be- 
nefited by it. 
There are allo Proviſions for putting the 


Infant Children, under better Care and In- 


ſpection than they are, for the moſt Part, 


at preſent ; but not ſo ample and complete 


as { wiſh to ſee them. 


There 
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There are alſo Proviſions for the ſickly 
and infirm Poor; but thoſe are not fo 
effectual as they ought to be. 

Theſe are defe® „for which I will 
ſuggeſt, what 5 to me, a Remedy. 
3 I think the Care and Preſervation of 
che Lives of the young C hildren, and of 
their Morals, as ſoon as they arrive at an 
Age which renders them luſceptible of 


MW Habits of Virtue and Vice, is of the ut- 
WH moſt Importance, and will contribute 
= very greatly to the Reformation ſo much 
5 wanted and withed ; to the Happinets of 
| the Individuals ; to the promoting In- 
duftry ; and to the future Diminu tion of 
= the Poor's Rates. 
= There are allo ſome Cafes where parti- 
WE cular Proviiions are wanted for the ſick, 
infirm, and diſeaſed Poor. . 
ö I with to attain theſe 5. at objects as 
ö much as poſſible, witho it loading the Pa- 
riſhes with too 2 7 92 n Expence, as ] 
3 hold Occonomy effentiaily 8 at 
L all Times, but more ſo under our pretent 
national Calarnitics, and the Preſſure of 
ſo many heavy Taxes. 
ß J have conceived Hopes of drawing a 
_ conſiderable Supply for theſe P. urpoſes 
„from the Charities which have heretofore 


been given in the ſeveral Pariſhes within 
this Kingdom, either to the Poor gene- 
> or "for the as and Education 


of poor Children; or for the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Schools and Seminaries ; or for 


the building and eſtabliſhing Hoſpitals for 


the Sick 3 Infirm. 
Many of theſe Charities Rate been con- 


cealed; ſome moſt groſsly perverted; and 
others, from a Variety of Cauſes and Cir- 


cumſtances, are rendered incapable of 


taking effect; and remain in the Hands 
of the Occupiers of the Property, with- 
out Application or Account. 
I do not mean to difturb any Chari- 


ties capable of taxing effect, or to per- 
vert, or defeat, but r ti to aid the 


H Intention of the Donors; but I NM 
think, if Returns can be procured of all 
the charitable Donations, in every Pari 
in the Kingdom, many diſtreſſed Objects 
may be relieved, and made happy, who 
are now ſuffering under the ſevereſt 
b Hardſhips; ; and the benevolent Inten- MR 
tions of the Donors may be gratified to 


their full Extent. 


have long had this in View, and pre- 
ſented a Bill to the Houſe of Commons 
in the Year 1777, to oblige the Miniſter 
and Churchwardens of every Pariſh to 
make Returns, upon Oath, of all cha- 
ritable Donations, for the Benefit of poor i 


Perſons, within their reſpective Pariſhes; 


which paſſed that Houſe with general 
Approbation; but, being late in the Seſ- 


ſion, 
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hon, it was poſtponed in the Houſe of 
Lords, without any public Diſcuſſion. _ 
If an AR, to that Effect, could be ob- 
tained, it is apprehended many uſeful 
Diſcoveries would be made, and a con- 
ſiderable Fund raiſed ; which might, with 
great Propriety, be applied to eſtabliſh 
Hoſpitals, Schools, and Seminaries in 
every County, in Aid of the Bill I am 
now conſidering, and the Purpoſes I have 
briefly mentioned: If theſe were to be 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament, with the 
moſt prudent and wiſe Regulations to 
prevent, as much as poſſible, every Abuſe 
and Impoſition, and to be under the Go 
vernment and Inſpection of the principal 
Gentlemen of each County, to be elected 
annually, in a Manner to be directed by 
the Act; that Fund would probably be 
increaſed hereafter by other Donations, 
from humane and benevolent Perſons, 
) KD who may approve fo excellent an Inſti- 
tution; and any Deficiency may be ſup- 
2 plied by Contributions from the Poor's 
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Rates of ſuch Counties, proportioned on 
ra Mediumof their Amount for a few Years 
» preceding. 

Zach an Eſtablimment, if it could be 
carried to a proper Extent, with the other 
Proviſions contained in the three Bills, 
would render this great Plan complete. 


As 


E 14 
As the Laws about Settleinents, Certi- 
ficates, and Removal of Paupers, which 
have been the principal Source of Liti- 


gations, are now, from the great Atten- 3 


tion of the noble Peer who ſo ably pre- 
ſides at the Head of that Court which 
has the Cognizance of thoſe Matters, and 
the judicious Determinations which have 


been made upon them, well reconciled, X 


and reduced to a great Degree of Certain- 
ty. I have therefore cautiouſly avoided 
introducing any Alterations which may 
be the Cauſe of future Diſputes. 

There are ſome Proviſions in the Va- 
grant Bill, to prevent the Inconveniencies 
ariſing from the Certificate Laws, which 
I 1 myſelf will have a happy Effect, 
without altering the Law. 

1 think ſome Proviſions may be: intro- 


duced into this Bill, © for the Relief 3 


of the Poor,” when it ſhall be un⸗ 
der Conſideration the next Seſſion, for 
encouraging the Marriage of Perſons who 
have been placed out by the Pariſhes as 
Servants or Apprentices, and have behaved 
well, by allotting to them, upon their 


Marriage, a ſmall Portion of Land upon 
ſome Waſte or Common within or near 


the Pariſh or Place from whence they 


were put out, and allowing them a Sum 


of Money to be employed in building 
Cottages, upon making an adequate Com- 
penſation to the Owners of the Soil, and 
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| eſtabliſhing proper Rules for the Conduct 


of ſuch Perſons, and on their paying a 

ſmall annual Rent for the ſame after a cer- 
tain Time. That Money would probably 
be advanced by voluntary Subfcriptions 
from benevolent Perſons, it a Plan for 
the Purpoſe was well formed and di- 


geſted, This will be a great Induce- 


ment to the good Behaviour of theſe 


Perſons, and contribute much to In- 
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Rates. 
To make this Bill more < oraticable in 


IJ the Execution, Forms of all the neceſſary 
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Þ cee are added at the End of it. 


2d. With reſpect to the 1 Bil, 7 0 amen, 
and render more effeual the Laws in 
being relative to Houſes of Correction. 


This Bill is moſt eſſential for enforcing 


the Proviſions in the other TWO. 


It is very painful to inflict or enforce 
Puniſhments, and a rigorous Execution 
of the Penal Laws upon our Fellow-Crea- 
tures ; but when they are well adapted, 


and calculated for their Reformation, the 
Compaſſion we feel for the wretched Ob- 


& jets themſelves, alleviates that Concern; 


and induces us to proceed, with unremit- 


ting Ardour, | to accomplith the great 


Work. 


Ample 


[8] 


Ample Proviſions are made by the Sta- 
tutes of the 7th of King James I. c. 4. and 


the 17 Geo. II. c. 5. ſect. 31. for the pro- 

viding, enlarging, and furniſhing Houſes 

of Correction, in every County, by the 
Order and under the Direction of the 

Juſtices of the Peace, at their General 
uarter Seſſions. 


Theſe Laws have been attended to in 


ſome Counties; but, in general, they have 
been groſsly neglected. 
In large and populous Counties, many 
of theſe Houſes will be found neceſſary. 
There are few Counties that do not 
want ſome new ones, or their old ones 
enlarged, and properly accommodated, for 
the Reception and Employment of the 
Perſons to be ſent thither. . 
The Want of proper Buildings is a De- 
fect; but the Want of proper Govern- 
ment, Order, Diſcipline, and Employ- 
ment, in thoſe Houſes, is an Evil univer- 
ſally felt throughout the whole Kingdom. 


By the 5th of Queen Anne, c. 6. Perſons 
convicted of Larceny and Theft, are 


to be committed to the Houſe of Correc- 


tion, there to be kept to hard Labour.— 


By the 17 Geo. II. c. 5. idle and diſorder- 
ly [Perſons Rogues, and Vagabonds, are 


to be ſent to the Houſe of Correction, to 


be kept to hard Labour. Beſides thoſe, 
there are . of twenty other Acts,. 
which By 


1 
which give the like Directions for Of- 
fences of various Natures, that may 
be ſeen in the Index to the Statutes at 
large, under Title, Houfes of Correction. 
Theſe Houſes of Correction are, for the 
moſt Part, kept by Perſons who ſell Ale, 
Wine, and Spirituous Liquors. The Pri- 
ſoners are kept together, without Order, 
Diſcipline, Diſtinction of Sex, or Crimes, 
and for the moſt Part without Work; 
their Friends and Acquaintance have Ac= 
ceſs to them; and the Governor or Keeper 
finds his Account in ſupplying them with 
Liquors. The Purpoſe for which they 


8 were committed, viz. Hard Labour, is very 
01 little regarded, as the following Inſtances 
1e will prove: 
Returns were procured from the ſeve- 
2 | ral Houſes of Correction, purſuant to an 
n- Order made by the Houſe of Commons, 
Y7- WM 11thApril 1775, from which Returns it ap- 
er- pears, that in thirty-nine Engliſh Counties 
III. (which were all that had made Returns) 
Ns the neat Money earned by the Labour 
are of 2717 Perſons, who had been commit- 
c- ted to the Houſes of Correction, to be 
— employed in hard Labour, in one Year, 
ler- was only 1231. 198. id. In the pre- 
are ſent Situation of theſe Houſes, if one 
„to Perſon happens to be more vicious than 
ole, another, he ſoon corrupts the reſt, and 


each returns Home, with a Mind more 
depraved 


„ 3 
3 | 
; | 1 
"** 


n 


. 18 1 


depraved than when he entered that 
Place. 


The reforming theſe Houſes of Cor- 


rection, ſeems to be the Baſis, and Foun- 
dation, of every good Regulation, which 
can be made, reſpecting the Poor; for it 


is in vain to make Laws, to govern the 


Diſſolute, and Diſorder ly, if they cannot 
be enforced. 


1 heretorc the Proviſions in chis Bill 


e 
Tod irect Enquiries to be made, by the 
Juilices of Peace, into the State and Con- 


dition of every Houſe of Correction 


within their reſpective Limits. 
To make new Buildings, and alter and 


enlarge the old ones, in ſuch Manner as 
may beſt e them to the Pro- 


vitions contained! in theſe Bills, and to the 
claſſing the Priſoners; according to their 
Bene and Puniſhments. 

Jo make ſeparate Apartments for the 
Men and Women. 


Jo make convenient Rooms for their 
Employment. 
Jo put the Governor or Maſter _— 
. Reſtrictions, and abſolutely to pro- 
ibit his ſelling Ale or other Liquors. 
And to ſix proper Rules and Directions 


for employing every Perſon ſent thither, 
in Work beſt adapted to the Purpoſe, and 
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for the Preſervation of Decency and good 
Order amongſt them. 


za, With reſpet to the Third Bill, To 
amend and render more gfectual the Laws 
in being relative to Rogues, Vagabonde, 
Beggars, and other ale and di. 22 erty 


; Perfons. 


This Bill is intimately connected, and 
will co-operate very ſtrongly with the 
other two. It has for its object, the 
bringing the idle, profligate, and aban- 
doned Poor, to Labour and Induſtry, in 


2 ſome lawful Employment or Occupation; 
by enforcing the Laws provided for that 
> Purpoſe; and ſuch Methods are directed 


to be purſued as tend moſt effectually to 
diſcover and apprehend them wherever 
they may be concealed. The Offences 


are in general the ſame as were deſcrib- 


ed in the Statute of 17th Geo. II. but in 


ſome reſpects more particularly explain 5 


ed by this Bill. 


As the Act of the 1 7th Geo. II. has not 


hitherto been ſtrictly enforced, it ſeems 


conſonant to Reaſon, and the Principles 
of Humanity, that, before the intended 
Bill takes place, the unhappy Perſons who 
fall under its Laſh, ſhould be appriſed 


of their $ Situation, and have an Opportu- 


C 2 nity 


„ 


nity of returning voluntarily to their ſe⸗ 
veral Stations and Duties, before they 
meet the hard Rod of Correction, which 
is ſure, under theſe new Regulations to 
reach them in a ſhort Time; and as it 
is more agreeable to the Genius and 
Spirit of the Laws of this Country, to 


prevent Evils than to puniſh them, it is 


not doubted but his Majeſty, whoſe Cle- 


mency and Mercy form ſo conſpicuous 
a Part of his Character, will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to iſſue his royal Proclamation to 
pardon the Offence of Deſertion, and ſome 
other Offences, within the Proviſions of 


this Bill, e it paſſes into a Law; 


upon the Offenders ſurrendering them- 


| felves, at Times and Places to be ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. Such an A& 
of Humanity and Benevolence cannot fail 
having a good Effect upon the Minds 


of many unhappy Perſons, who are wan- 


dering about in Obſcurity, and a State of 


Deſpair, and probably increaſing their 
Guilt by new Offences. 


It might bring many unnatural Fathers 


and Huſbands back to their Families, 
whom they have forſaken, and expoſed 


to Hardſhips, rather than gain them a 


Subſiſtance by Labour. 


It might alſo bring many brave Soldiers n 


and Sailors, who have deſerted from their 
Duty, voluntarily to enter again into his 


Majeſty 8 
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Majeſty's s Service, at a time extremely 


critical and 1mportant, when they may 
render the moſt ſeaſonable and ſignal 
Services to their King and Country. 

There are Proviſions in this Bill for 


Places to depoſit Offenders in; for ſafe 
Cuſtody, till they can be conveyed to a 
Magiſtrate, which will be a great Relief 
to the Conſtables, prevent many Eſcapes, 
and ſave Expences at Public Houſes, 
| where they are generally kept, 
Guards to attend them. 


with 


There are alſo Proviſions for Steins 


the Names, and Places of Abode of every 
_ Conſtable and Peace Officer, that Offend- 
ers may be more ſpeedily apprehended. 


The Want of General Search Warrants 
to remain conſtantly in the Hands of eve- 
ry Conſtable, and of ſome proper Perſons 


to ſee them duly executed (Conſtables be- 


ing generally choſe by Houſe-row, and 
frequently Men of very inferior Sta- 
tions), and the Encouragement which is 
too much given to Vagrants, at the Pub- 


lic-houſes and Lodging-houſes where 


they relort, ſeem to have afforded 1175 : 


a 


* 6 now Pera in all Rr 
of the Kingdom: and to ka dender 


little UG. There are «Clauſes as, Ao 


1 introduced into this Bill, to remedy theſs | 


0 3 Exils, 
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Evils, and to reſtore the Vigour of the 
Laws, by an effectual Execution of them. 


Many Frauds have been practiſed in 
the Mode of paſſing Vagrants, and the 


Expences have, on that Account, been 


much increaſed in the ſeveral Counties 


through which they are ſent ; but Pro- 


viſions are made in this Bill for correcting 
and preventing thoſe Abuſes. 
The Poor, in many Parts of the King- 


dom, ſuffer exceedingly for Want of Em- 


ployment in thoſe Branches of Trade to 
which they have been accuſtomed, hav- 


ing no Buſineſs of that Sort where they 
reſide; and the Pariſh Officers refuſe to 
give them Certificates to thoſe Places 
where they can ſind ſuch Work, being 
apprehenſive they would, by granting 
them, bring future Burdens upon their 


Pariſhes; as, by the Laws in being, certi- 
licate Perſons are reſtrained from gaining 


Settlements by any other Means than 
renting Iol. a Year, or e 
lic annual Office. 


To remedy theſe Inconveniencies, Pro- 


viſion is made by this Bill for ſuch poor 


Perſons to go, without Interruption, to 
the Places where they can procure Em- 


ployment, by virtue of Teſtimonials, which 
are to be porn 27 the Miniſter and 
Churchwarden, or Overſeer. Theſe. 
Teſtimonials are 5 to altect their Set- 


tlements, 


23 J 


tlements, but are to be circumſeribed in 
reſpect to Diſtance and Time, in order 
to prevent a general Vagrancy ; and to 
be regiſtered in the Pariſh Books, that it 


may be known where they : are. Some 


Occupations may require a greater, others 


a leis Extent; ſome a longer, others a 


ſhorter Time; which is left to the Dil- 


cretion of the Miniſter and Officers; but 


it is propoſed, in point of Time, not to 


extend beyond a Year; as it may be 
renewed afterwards, if found convenient. 


If they exceed the Bounds, or the Time 


allowed by the Teſtimonial, they are to 
be apprehended, and puniſhed as Va- 
grants, unleſs they. can thew Juſt Cauſe 


for ſo doing. 


If this Mode was to be duly obſerved 


in all Pariſhes, it would prevent that ge- 


neral Vagrancy which is the Source of 


moſt of the Evils that interrupt and, diſ- 
tract the Police of this Country, 

A Clauſe is inferted in this Bill, that 
Men or Women coming from Ireland or 
Scotland to work at Harveſt, ſhall take 


a Teſtimonial of the like Import, ſpeci- 
fying their Names, Occupations, and 


Places of Reſidence in Ireland or Scot= 
land, from the firſt Pariſh in England 


which they arrive at; and be in like 
Manner liable to be apprehended and 


puniſhed as Vagrants, if er deviate from. 


1 the 
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the Fands, or ſtay beyond the limited 
Time. 


Theſe will be found extremely uſeful 
in the Execution of the Vagrant Laws. 


If theſe Bills ſhould be ſo fortunate to 


make their Way into our Statute Books, 
and ſhould bring about the Reformation 


intended by them, they will produce good 


Order, Peace, and Comfort to the Poor, 
and be the Means of decreaſing the Poor's 


Rates in an immenſe Degree ; : the other 5 


Branches of the Poor Laws will be gra 


dually going into diſuſe; and may, it 
ſome future Period, be collected together, 
repealed, or altered, as the Circumſtances 
of Things, and the Situation of the Times, 


may render expedient. 

Theſe Bills have nothing new to ren- 
der them exceptionable; they are ground- 
ed on the preſent Laws, with Alterations 
only tending to enforce them; and are 


intended to produce the happieſt Effects, 


by bringing many idle Hands to Labour 
and Induſtry, to recruit the Army and 
Navy, and to increaſe our Trade and 
Agriculture. 

Another good Effect may attend them 
(not the lealt, in my Opinion); they 
may reclaim many wicked and profligate 


People, and be the Means of rendering 


them and their Families happy; and of 


reſtoring, and, hope, perpetuating, in- 
8 ternal 
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ternal Peace, Order, and Subordination 


in this Country. 
Perſons ſo reclaimed may ive to make 


Returns of Gratitude to the Legiſlature 
for ſuch a ſeaſonable Exertion of the 
Laws, which have, to the Diſgrace of 


our Governors, been ſuffered to ſleep o 


long. 


Such an Exertion, whilft it rofibiny the 
internal Strength and Vigour of the 
Kingdom, cannot fail to contribute, in 


ſome Degree at leaſt, to the Means of 
| procuring an End to our Misfortunes, in 
an honourable Peace. 
Previous to the Approach of that "RIA 
Day, we ſhould, like wiſe and good Ci- 


233 be looking forward, and prepar- 


to receive every Advantage it can 


. us. Any Plans which are likely 
to employ our diſbanded Soldiers and 


Sailors, who will be ſet at Liberty upon 


ſuch an Occaſion, ſhould be previouſly 


concerted ; and, if prudently done, muſt 
have a very ſalutary Effet. 


J will ſuggeſt ſome, which I have long 


formed; and may ſerve to employ a 
conſiderable Number of Hands, very 


profitably for this Country. 


I mean, u, by paſſing, in the next 


Seſſion, if it ſhall be approved, an Act 


for a general Drainage of Lands in every 


County; on having proper Commiſſion- 


ers 
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War... ] 
ers appointed, to ſet out the Parts to be 
drained; to direct Satisfaction for all 
Damages, by the Verdict of a Jury; and 
to proportion the Expences attending it, 
and alſo of keeping the Drains open in 
future, according to the Benefit every 


Land-owner or Occupier ihall receive 


thereby. 


_ 2dly, By — * another AR, to en- 


courage the incloſing and planting waſte 


or barren Lands: And as Tenants for 
Life, with Powers to fell Timber, are, 


from the preſent Diſpoſition which pre- 


vails, more inclined to cut than to plant, 


I wiſh to lay a Foundation to retrieve the 


Misfortunes of thoſe Families where the 
Poſſeſſors of the Eſtates may have been 
too buſy with the Axe, by making Pro- 


viſions for their Poſterity, and at the 
ſame Time to ſecure to this Country a 


proper Supply of Naval Timber. For 


this Purpoſe, I wiſh the Legiſlature would 
give Powers to Tenants for Life, where 


the Eftates are under Settlement, to bor- 
row Money on the Credit of their E- 


ſtates, by mortgaging them, with the 


Conſent of the "Truſtees, for 6 much as 

may be neceſlary to be laid out in in- 
doſing: planting, and fencing ſuch 
Grounds ; and to oblige the Tenants for 
Life, and thoſe in Succeſſion, to pay the 


Intereſt. 


Theſe 
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Very great Neider 


8 
Theſe Works will employ a conſider- 
able Number of Hands, in different Parts 
of the Kingdom. 


Plans may alſo be propoſed for em- 


I ploying many of thoſe diſbanded Sol- 
diers and Sailors upon the Turnpike and 


other public Roads, in a Manner from 
which this Country may derive the nga 
eſt Advantage. 


[ have heard it obſerved, that although 


the Plan of theſe Bills is confeſſedly a 
good one, yet the Juſtices of Peace (upon T 


whoſe Shoulders the great Burden lies) 


= will not give themſelves the Trouble to 
execute 11. This is the Language of 


Sloth and Timidity, which has too long 
prevailed, and well-nigh ruined the in- 
ternal police of this country, which I am 


moſt anxious to revive. I will not judge 
ſo unfavourably of my Fellow-Juſtices, 


as to imagine, that when they ſee their 
Country at the very Brink of Deſtruc- 
tion, they will not lend a Hand to ſave 


her, by executing a Law wick is plain, 
eaſy, practicable, and promiſing an ef- 


fectual Relief. 

The Magiſtrates, who ſacrifice their 
Time, and Expence too, in the Fxecu- 
tion of the Laws of their Country, with- 
out Fee or Reward, have infinite Merit, 
and undoubtedly ought to be treated with 
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33 
It is an Office of great Truſt and Im- 
portance, upon which the Well- - being of 


this Country, in a great Meaſure, de- 
pends. It grieves one to ſee Gentlemen 


of Fortune and Ability, in every County, 


declining to act. The principal Cauſe 
alleged 1s, the Difficulty and Perplexity 
of the Laws. 


I think every Endeavour ſhould be 


uſed to make the Laws as plain and in- 


telligible as poſſible ; and, for that Pur- 


poſe, if a Gentleman or two, educated 
at the Bar, were to be appointed, by 
ſome of the great judicial Officers of the 
Law, with ſuitable Salaries, to inſpect all 
public Bills, before they are paſſed, dur- 
ing the Seſſions of Parliament, and at 
| Intervals; and, during the Receſs of Par- 5 
liament, to be employed in collecting 
and digeſting the Statutes upon particular 


Heads, when they are numerous, in or- 


der to their being reduced into one Act, 
in a future Seſſions ; and if there ſhould 

be a ſanding Committee appointed to 
ſuperintend thoſe Proceedings; it might 
| be the Means of preventing many Inac- 
curacies in penning the new Acts, and 
would ſoon render the reſt caſy and in- 

telligible. 


'To the ſame Head may 1 referred an- 


Other Difficulty and Embarraſſment at- 


tending ane of the Peace, which I 
think 
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think ought to be prevented. They are 


at a great Expence in purchaſing the Acts 


of Parliament; and Complaints are fre- 
quently brought to them, upon new Laws, 


2 before they ave been able to procure the 


1 ſhould hope ſome Means m may be 


found to obviate this, without much Ex- 


pence either to his Majeſty or the Pub- 
| 


Theſe Bills, with the Obſervations 1 


have made upon them, convey my Sen- 


timents, upon a Subject the moſt intereſt- 
ing, and important to the future Welfare 


and Proſperity of this Country, that can 


poſſibly come before Parliament; formed, 
not haſtily, but upon the moſt mature 


Deliberation. 5 


I can aſſure the Reader, whoever 1. 


may be, high, low, rich, or poor, that 


J have no Purpoſes of my own to ſerve, 


no Views to gratify, no Expectation of 
Reward for my Labours, but what ariſes 


from the pleaſing Reflection of my own 
Mind ; that I have, for many Years paſt, 
devoted a great Share of my Time, not 
without conſiderable Expence, to an Ob= 
jeg, pleaſing to myſelf, and, I preſume, 


not. unworthy the Attention of ſuch as 


have at Heart the Welfare of their Coun- 
try, Diba of diſcovering, and endeavour- 


ng to relieve, the Diſtreſſes of many Hun- 


dred 
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rel Thouſands of our F. ellow-creatures, 
who fall under the Reach of theſe Bills. 


L do not pretend to repreſent theſe Bills 


as perfect and fit, in their preſent State, 
to be paſſed into Laws ; but as the Diſ- 
treſſes of the Poor, and the Burden upon 
thoſe who maintain them, are ſo great, 
and daily increaſing, I could not prevail 
upon myſelf, any longer, to poſtpone 
bringing the Subject, fairly and openly, 
in the Shape it now is, before Parlia- 
ment; having found, after waiting many 


Tears, that no other Gentleman was in- 


clined to undertake it, nor any Plan pro- 
poſed, for bringing forward ſo very eſſen- 
tial a Work, by thoſe who are at the 
Head of our public Affairs. Nor have 1 
been deterred from ſteadily purſuing the 
Object to its preſent Crifis , by meeting 
with the Frowns, inſtead of receiving the 
Countenance, of ſome Perſons, , which, 
from their Situation, and the great im- 
portance of the Subject, I thought I had 


good Reaſon to expect. 
The utmoſt of my Wiſhes are, that the 
Plan and Bills may be conſidered, during 


the Courſe of the Summer, by the Members 
of both Houſes, and particularly thoſe of 
the long Robe; and alſo by Magiſtrates, 


and others, converſant in the Subject; 


and that they may be fairly and candidly 


diſcuſſed the next Scion, in a Manner 
which 
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which the Magnitude of the Subje&t de- 


ſerves. 


If they ſhould, after proper Correction 
and Amendments, be found admiſſible, 
it will afford me great Satisfaction; if 
not, I hope they will be the Means of 
producing ſome others, better digeſt- 


ed and adapted to the Purpoſe ; ; as my 
Deſires are, that this neceſſary Service 


may be rendered to the Public; not being 


at all anxious, from whoſe Hands! it ſhall . 


come. 


Tuouas GILBERT. 
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{INTENDED TO BE PROPOSED] 


ment of the Poor. 


2 HERE As by a Clauſe in an Ad, 
paſſed in the Ninth Year of the 


| Reign of his late Majeſty King George the 


Firſt, intituled, © An Act foramending the 


& Laws relating to the Settlement, Em- | 


* ployment, and Relief of the Poor,” 


For the better Relief and Employ- 


Recital of 


Stat. 9 Geo- 


. Co 7. 


Power is given to the Churchwardens and 


Overſeers of the Poor, in any Pariſh, Town- 


ſhip, or Place, with the Conſent of the 
major Part of the Pariſhioners or Inha- 
| bitants, at a Veſtry Meeting, after due 
Notice, to purchaſe or hire a Houſe or 


Houſes in that Pariſh, Townſhip, or 


Place, and to contract with any Perſon. 
for the Lodging, Keeping, Maintaining, 
and Employing ſuch Poor as ſhall defire 
to receive Relief or Collection from the 


D.... 7 Pariſh, 


— — — 


oy a | * 
N 
1 
+ 1 
48 
„* * 
9 5 al 
it 
Ra | 
. t 
1s 
* 
#5] 
TY - 
4 4; 
1 
— 3 


i 


=. 0-4 

Pariſh, and there to keep, maintain, and 
employ them, and take the Benefit of 
their Work, Labour, and Service for their 
Maintenance 1 ; and where any Parith, 

Town, or Townſhip ſhall be too ſmall to 
purchaſe or hire ſuch Houſe or Houles 
for the Poor of their own Pariſh only, 
Two or more ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, 
or Places, are thereby a authoriſed, with 
the Conſent of the major Part of the Pa- 

riſhioners or Inhabitants, in a Veſtry, and 
with the Approbation of 2 any Juſtice of 
Peace dwelling in or near the ſame, fig- 
nified under his Hand and Seal, to anita 
in purchaſing, hiring, and raking ſuch 

Houſe or Houſes; and Power is alſo 

given by the ſaid Act, to the Church- 

wardens and Overſeers of any Pariſh, 
Townſhip, or Place, where ſuch Houſe 
or Houſes ſhall be provided, with the 
Conſent of the major Part of the Pariſh- 
ioners, at a Veſtry, to contract with the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
of any other Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, 
for the Lodging, Maintaining. and Em- 
ploying of any poor Perſon, of ſuch other 
Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, as to them 
thall ſeem meet, under the like Regula- 
tions : 

And whereas the 3 given by the 
ſaid recited Clauſe, for Farming out the 


Poor, have been very much abuſed in 
2 5 many 


1 


many Pariſhes and Places, where they have 


been exerciſed; the Poor having been 


treated with great Cruelty and Inhuma- 


nity, by the Perſons who have engaged in 
Contracts for maintaining them, and re- 


celving the Profits of their Labour; and 


Complaints having been made thereof, 


that Practice is in a great Meaſure KE 


continued; but many Pari iſhes and Places, 


approving the Method ſuggeſted by the 


ſaid Act, have aſſociated and formed 


Agreements for joining in the Expence 


of providing Workhouſes, and giving 
Salaries to proper Perſons to ſuperintend 
them (few Pariſhes and Places, except in 


the great Towns, being able to bear that 


Expence alone); but not having any le- 


gal Foundation, and for Want of proper 
Rules, Orders, and Regulations for their 
Government and Direction, they are not 


fo convenient and beneficial as they ought 


to be: 
And whereas it is apprehended many 
other Pariſhes and Places in this King- 


dom, oppreſſed with the Burden of their 
Poor, will be deſirous of affociating and 
uniting for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, if ey | 


can be legally authoriſed } in ſo doing 


— 
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2 It is intended to make this Bill 3 to 


every Pariſh, in order to give it a fair Trial; and 


B22 then, 


L To 


1 «% 8 * ö 2 hy then 2 13 2 2 2 — 2 = 2 52 * y . Q * . 1 a 2 
* NU —— Cs <a eo Ix a * — * . ͤ I 7 b nn r as ” PEO 
4 - v4. ay S COT OT WTO * 5 F wold IN ws : 3 x : 3 2 
5 ; 1 : « v OY 4 5 NES N — — eld 3 


mons, in this preſent Parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
Repeal of | 


Clauſe in 
9 Geo. I. 


Power for a 


ſingle Pariſh 


to adopt 
_ theſe Provi- 
ſions. 


bation of the Proviſions herein contained, 


ſhall apply 
KING's Moſt Excellent MaJzsTy, by 


the ſaid Clauſe, and « every Thing tered 
contained, ſhall be, 


made in purſuance thereof ſhall become 


void; and that whenever the major 
Part of the Owners or Occupiers of Lands, 


any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, quali- 
hed as hevealder mentioned, ſhall, at, any 


Direction. 


be made upon this Plan, after it has been circulat- 


. 


1. T0 remedy which Inconveniencics, 
and to give Relief to all ſuch Pariſhes as 
for it, Be it Enacted by the 


and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and "Temporal, and Com- 


That from and after 


and is hereby re- 
pealed, and every Contract or Agreement 


and is hereby declared to be null and 


Tenements, or Hereditaments, within 


Time after the Paſſing this Act, at aVeſtry 
Meeting to be held purſuant to the Di= 
rections of this Act, lignify their Appro- 5 


and their Deſire to e them; ; in the 


a, 


then, 7 it by thought . expedient, the 3 
may paſs an Act to extend it to all Pariſhes which 
have not a particular Act of Parliament for their 


It is hoped, ſrom the Obſervations Sick will 


ed in the Manner intended, the new Bil] may be 
rendered inſinitely more perfect. 


Form 
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Form contained in the Schedule hereunto 


annexed No. 1. and procure the Conſent 
and Approbation of a Juſtice of Peace, 
ating for that Diſtrict or Diviſion, by 
Writing under his Hand, in the Form 


contained in the ſaid Schedule; No. 2. 


and ſhall regiſter the ſame purſuant to 


rith, 'Town, or Place, ſhall from that Time 
be entitled to all the Benefits, Privileges, 
and Advantages, which can ariſe or be 
derived from this Act. 

II. And be it further Enacted, That 


' where the Owners or Occupiers of Lands, 
= Tenements, or Hereditaments, within 
= Two or more Pariſhes, Townſhips, or 


Places ſo qualified as Aer ſhall think 


ſit, with ſuch Approbation as aforeſaid, 
to unite for the Purpoſes of this AQ, 


and ſhall ſignify their Inclination and De- 


ire ſo to do, at a Veſtry Meeting held in 


each of ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, and 
Places, in the Manner herein before di- 
rected concerning a fingle Pariſh, an 
Agreement ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently 
may be, after ſuch Veſtry Meetings ſhall 

have been held, be entered into by the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 

Poor of every fuch Pariſh, Townſhip, : 


the Direction of this Act; every ſuch Pa- 


Pans for 


Two or more 


Pariſhes or 
Places to 
unite for 
providing 
Houſes, and 
maintaining 
and employ- 
ing their 
Poor. 


and Place, reſpectively, or the major 


8 nexed, 


Part of them, in the Form or to the Effect 
ſet forth in the Schedule hereunto an- 
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nexed, No. 3; and every ſuch Agree- 


1 


ment ſhall ſpecify the Place where ſuch 
Houſe or Houſes ſhall be ſituate, and the 
Terms upon which ſuch Agreement 18 
made, and ſhall be entered with the Clerk 


of the Peace, or Town Clerk, of 115 


Places ſhall be ſituate, . a Copy ther of 
left with him, within Three Calendar 


County, City, Town or Diftrict, 


which ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, or 


Q1 


Months after the Time of making ſuch 


Agreement, in the Form or to the Effect 


for which Entry every ſuch Clerk hall 


receive 1 wo 8 and Sixpenee, and 


Notice of the 
Veſtry Meet- 


| ings. 


mentioned in the aid Schedule, No. 4; 


no more. 


III. And be it kurt Faced; That 


the Notice for. every Veltry Meeting di- 
rected by this Act, ſhall be given in the 


Church or Chapel of every ach Pariſh, 


Townſhip, or Place, on ſome Sunday be- 


fore the Time of dich Meeting, imme- 


diately after Divine Service, 10 alſo 
fixed in Writing on ſuch C! hareh or Cha- 


pel Door, or, if NO Church or r Chapel, at 


— — 


— — — —„ 


d It is neceſſary that the Court of Quarter-Seſ- 


fion, which is to appoint Viſitors and receive an- 


nual Returns from each of theſe Poor- houſes, ſhould 
know where they are fituate, and upon what Agree- 


MEnts they are founded. 
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ſome public Place within any ſuch Pariſh, 


Townſhip, or Place, Ten Days at leaft 
before the Day to be appointed for ſuch 
Meeting, in the Form or to the Effect 
mentioned in the ſaid Schedule, No. 5; 


and that no Perſon ſhell vote at any Veſ- 


try Meeting to be held for the Purpoſes 


of this Act, unleſs he or ſhe ſhall be the 


Owner or Occupier of Lands, Tene- 
ments, or Hereditaments, which ſhall be 
aſſeſſed to the Poor's Rates within ſuch 
Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, at the Va- 
The of Five Pounds per Annum at the 


leaſt. 


IV. And be: {8 tier EnaQed, That 


it ſhall and may be lawful for the C 1 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of the 


ſaid ſeveral Pariſhes, Townſhips, and 
Places, adopting the ſaid Proviſions, or the 


major Part of them, at a Veeting to be 
| held by them, at the Time they (hall ſign 


uch Agreement as aforeſaid, or at any 


Time vw thin Ten Days alter. with me 


Approbation of the Juſtice of the Peac 


Agreement, to appoint ſome fit and p 


per Perſon to be Governor of the Houſs 
or Houles ſo to be hired and taken for 
the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and to have the 
Care, Management, and Employment of 


the poor Perſons to be ſent thither, and 
to fix the Salary or Wages to be allowed 


4 to 


Churchs--- 
wardens and 
Overſeers, 

v/ith Con- | 


ſent cf a 


Tuſtice of 
Peace, to 
appcinta 
Gcoverncer of 


ſuch Houſes. 


who ſhall give his Sanctio on to the o 
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A convenient 
N Houle or 
1 H ouſes to be 
1 provided, 

Mi with proper 
160 Accommo- 
VN dations. 
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to ſuch Governor; and alſo, upon any 


Vacancy which ſhall afterwards happen, 
by the Death, Reſignation, or Removal 


of ſuch Governor, to appoint, ata Monthly 
or ſome ſpecial Meeting to be held at the 
_ uſual Place of Meeting, as ſoon as con- 


veniently may be after ſuch Vacancy (of 
which Notice ſhall be given to the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of 
every {uch Pariſh, Townſhip, and Place, 
by One of ſuch Churchwardens or Over- 


ſeers) ſome other fit Perſon to be Gover- 


nor of ſuch Poor-houſe, with the Ap- 


Probation of the Viſitor of ſuch Houle, 


to be nominated as hereafter mentioned; 
but no Governor ſo appointed, or to be 


appointed, ſhall be removed, unleſs with 
the Approbation of the Viſitor of ſuch 


Poor-houſe, after having been attended 
by the ſaid Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers, and having heard and conſidered 


the Matter of Complaint alledged againſt 


him. 


V. And be it further Enacted, That 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor of the ſeveral Pariſhes, Townſhips, 


and Places, which ſhall adopt the Provi- 


ſions of this AR, ſhallprovide a ſuitable and 


convenient Houſe or Houſes, with proper 
Buildings and Accommodations thereto, 
when wanted, either by erecting new 


ones, altering old ones, or hiring Build- 


ings 
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we 1 


1 


ings for the Purpoſe; and thall fit up 
and diſpoſe the ſame, with the Advice 


and Approbation of the Viſitor, in ſuch 
Manner as fhall be moſt conducive to the 
general Purpoſes of this Act, at the Ex- 
pence of ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, and 


Places, in the Proportions herein men- 
tioned, and afterwards, as ſoon as con- 


veniently may be, confer together, and 
conſult the principal Inhabitants of their 


reſpective Pariſhes and Townthips, upon 


the beſt Means of employing the poor 


Perſons who ſhall be feat to ſuch Houſe 
or Houſes, and {ſhall procure the beſt In- 
formation they can of the Perſons in- 
tended to be ſent thither from each re- 
ſpective Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, and 

tha provide ſuch Utenſils and Materials, 


as they ſhall think neceſſary for their 


Employment, according to the true In- 
tent and Meaning of this Act; and every 
: ſuch Houſe ſhall be called, 


5, THE POOR- HOUSE 5 
FOR RELIEF AND INDUSTRY, 


and ſhall have that Inſeription painted 


upon it. 
VI. And be it farther Enacted, That res ebe 


the poor Perſons who ſhall be ſent to Poor are to 
e maintain- 


ed and pro- 


the Authority of this Act, {hall be main- vided for. 


every ſuch Houle, by virtue and under 


tained . at the general Expence of 


the Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places tio 
adopting 


ap" 
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Method pro- 
poſed for ſet- 
tling the Ac- 
counts. 
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adopting the Proviſions of this Act, as 


aforeſaid, according to the Terms and in 


the Proportions directed and preſcribed 
by this Act; and that the Governor of 


every ſuch Houle, to be appointed 


aforeſaid, ſhall provide, under the Di— 
rections of the Churchwardens and Over- | 
| ſeers of the Poor, or the major Part cf | 

them, at their Monthly Meetings, all fit 


and neceſſary Proviſions for the Main- 
tenance of ſuch Poor, and keep an Ac- 
count thereof; and that there ſhall be a 
Meeting of the Churchwardens and Over- 


ſeers of the Poor of every ſuch Parith 8 
Townſhip, and Place, at fuch Houſe or 
Houſes, on the Firſt Monday in every 


Month, at the Hour of Ten in the Fore- 


noon, to flate, examine, inſpect, and 
adjuſt the Accounts for the preceding 
Month; and that, at ſuch Meeting, the 
Governor of every ſuch Houſe or Houſes | 


ſhall produce, fairly written, One Ac- 


count of the Debt incurred in the pre- 


ceding Month, for Utenſils and Mate- 
rials for the Purpoſe of Manufacture, 
and for Furniture, Alterations, or Repairs 
of the Buildings, and alſo for the Salary 
or Allowance to the Governor; in which 


Account the Rent of ſuch Houſe or 
Houtes, Buildings and Premiſes, if the 


ſame ſhall be rented, ſhall be charged in 
the Month next Alter ſuch Rent ſhall 


become due, according to the Terms E 
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which Account, when ſettled and agreed 
to, ſhall be lianed by the ſaid Church- 


wardens and Overſeers attending ſuch 


Meeting, and the Sums to be paid by 


each of ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, and 


the Agreement for taking the | ſame 6 


Manner of 


proportion- 


ing the Ex- 


pences. 


Places, ſhall be ſettled and adjuſted at 


ſuch Meeting, in proportion to the Sums 
paid by each of ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, 


and Places, on account of their Poor, on a 
Medium of Three Years next preceding 


ſuch Agreement (to be ſettled and aicer- 
tained, in the Manner ſpecified by the ſaid 
Agreement, ſo to be entered into for unit- 
ing as aforeſaid, and contained in the 
Schedule hereunto annexed) ; and the 
Money ſhall be then, or within One 
Week after, paid into the Hands of the 
| Governor, or ſuch Perſon as the ſaid 


Churchwardens and Overlicers, or the 


major Part of them, ſhall nominate; to 


be by him applied in Diſcharge of the 
ſeveral Articles and Debts ined: in 


ſuch Account; and the ſaid Governor 
{hall alſo at the fame Time produce, fairly 


written, another Account, of the Vic- 
tuals, Beer, Firing, and other neceſſary 


Proviſions, for the Uſe and Maintenance 


of the Poor, and of the Governor, at 


ſuch Houſe or Houſes, and all other in- 
cidental Expences; which ſhall be then 
proportioned by the ſaid Churchwardens 
and Overſeers, according to the Number 


of 
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"E441 
of Perſons which ſhall have been ſent 
from each of the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes, 

— Townſhips, and Places, and for the Time | 
they ſhall have reſided in ſuch Houſe or 
_ Houſes, within ſuch Month; and the 
. Sum due from each Pariſh, Townſhip, 
Ni or Place, ſhall be ſpecified at the Foot of 
=_ ſuch Account, which ſhall, when ſettled 
Fr and agreed to, be ſigned by ſuch Church- 
. wardens. and Overicers, or the major 
N Mode for Part of them; and in caſe Default ſhall 
„ 3 be made in Payment of the reſpective 
. v. 35 
15 in Default of Sums ſo proportioned to be paid in re 
kennt peer of any ſuch Pariſh, Townfhip, or 
Place, for Seven Days after the ſame ſhall 
be ſo ſettled and proportioned, and the 
Money demanded, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for any Juſtice of the Peace for 
the County, Riding, Diviſion, City, or 
05 Place, where ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall 
1 e ſituate, upon Complaint made to him 
Ti upon Oath of ſuch Detault, to levy the 
|| | | ſaid reſpective Sums, to be ſettled and 
1 pProportioned as aforeſaid, by Diſtreſs and 
Sale of the Goods and Chattels of any 
i Churchwarden or Overicer of the Poor 
35 for any ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, Or Place 
0 making ſuch . 
Feen VII. And be it further EnaQed, That 
tending the if ſome One of the. Churchwardens, or 
Monthly Overſeers of the Poor, for every Parith, 
e Townſhip, or Place, which ſhall adopt 
the faid Proviſion as aforeſaid, ſhall not 
7 attend 
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208-8 
attend each- Monthly Meeting, lei eby 


directed to be held, or ſend ſome ſub- 
ſtantial and reputable Inhabitant of ſuch 


Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, to attend 
and anſwer the Payments for him, in 


other unavoidable Accident, from attend- 
ing in Perſon; each and every Church- 
warden and Overlcer for every ſuch Pa- 


caſe he ſhall be prevented by Sickneſs, or 


rith, Townſhip, and Place making ſuch 


Default, ſhall for every ſuch Neglect for- 


feit the Sum of Forty Shillings.. 5 
VIII. And be it further Enacted e, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 


Juſtices of the Peace for every County, 


Riding, Diviſion, City, and Place where 
ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall be provided 
as aforeſaid, and they are hereby di- 


K 1 * 


— 


A Viſitor to ſuperintend each of theſe Houſes 


A Juſtice of 


Peace to be 


appointed 


Viſitor of the 
Poor-houſe, 


it inclined to 
accept it. 


ſeems eſſentially neceſſary; it may be doubtful Who 


ſhall be the fitteſt Perſon for the Office. 
If all the Juſtices of the Hundred, or Diviſion, 


were to be Viſitors, it probably would not be ſo 


well attended as by one only, who may conſider it 


as his peculiar Duty: If there are more than one 


who live near the Poor-houſe, and are deſirous of 


giving their Aſſiſtance, they may ſucceed each other 


annually; but perhaps ſome other proper Perſon, of 


may, if it is thought fit, be compelled to take it, 


Credit and Conſequence, may be found within one of 
the uniting. Pariſhes who will accept it, or Who 


for a Year at leaſt; but he ſhould not be continued 


longer, without his conſent: And if there is any 
ſuch Perſon, it may be fitter that the Juſtices, who 


are otherwiſe fully omproyes, ſhould be excuſed, 


rected 
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rected, at their Michaelmas Quarter 


Seſſions in every Year, to nominate a 


Juſtice of the Peace acting for ſuch 


Gon unty, Riding, Diviſion, City, or Place, 
whom in their Diſcretion they thall 


think moſt fit, and who will be in- 


clined to accept the ſame, to viſit, inſpect, 


and ſuperintend every ſuch Houſe or 
Houſes, and ſettle and adjuſt the Ac- 


counts between the ſaid Churchwardens 


and Overſeers of the Poor, and alſo of 
the Governor of ſuch Houſe, if any 
Queſtion or Diſpute ſhall ariſe reſpecting 
the ſame ; and alſo to ſettle and adjuſt alt 
Doubts and Queſtions which may ariſe 
concerning the Objects which ought to 
be ſent to ſuch Houſe or Houſes, ac- 
cording to the Intention of this Act; and 
by every prudent Means in his Power to 

enforce and promote the Rules, Bye- 


laws, Regulations, Directions, and Pro- 


viſtons, eſtabliſhed, enacted, and form- 


ed, by and under this Act, for the better 


Accommodation and Relief of the Poor, 
and the preventing all unneceſſary Bur- 
thens on the ſaid Pariſhes and Places; 


and every ſuch Governor is hereby y re- 


quired to obſerve and obey the Directions 
which he ſhall from Time to Time re- 
ceive from ſuch Viſitor, touching the 
ſeveral Matters aforeſaid; but if there 
ſhall be no Juſtice of the Peace, who 
{ball reſide within a convenient TS 
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47 51] 
of any Peor-houſe to be provided and x ye jutice 
eſtabliſhed under the Authority of this Act, declines it, 


* 5 ſome other 
or if the juſtice living near the ſame 0 


ſhall decline accepting the Othceof Viſitor; be aprointed | 


_ and in every fch Cale, it ſhall and Vitor, 
be lawful for the Juſtices, at any 


43 G uel Quarter Seſhons of the Peace for 
the County, Riding, Diviſion, City, or 
8 Place, where ſuch Houſe is lituate, to 
E nominate and appoint ſome other fit and 


Jifcreet Perſon, of good Character and 


conſiderable property, wo {hall reſide in 


che Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, where 
ſuch Poor Houſe ſhall be ſituate, or within 
One of the Pariſhes, Townſhips, or Places, 
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which ſhall be united thereto for the Pur- 
poſes aforeſaid; who ſhall be recom- 
| mended for that Purpoſe by the ſaid 
| Churchwardens and Ove 


riee 3 the 
major Part of them, at ſuch Monthly 
Meeting; if the Juſtices at ſuch Quarter 
— 


eſſions ſhall think him duly qualiſicd for 
| that Office, if not, ſome other Perſon, 


whom they ſhall judge better qualified 


for it, to be Viſitor of ſuch Poor-houle 


who ſhall have full Power to do every 
AQ here! edy required to he performed by 
a Viſitor; and where any Act ſhall be 


required to be done by a Jul ce of the 


Peace, ſuch Viſitor ſhall apply to ſome Viator to be 


neighbouring Magiſtrate to do the ſame z exempt from 
? ſervi; ng Pa- 


and every Perſon to be nominated or ap- im oz, 


pointed Viſitor as aforeſalid, as an In- vr ohen Ju- 


ducement 
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i 0-1 
ducement to his undertaking and exe- 
cuting that Office, ſhall be freed and diſ- 
charged from all Parochial Offices, and 
alſo Rom ſerving upon Juries at the Aſ- 
ſizes and Quarter Seſſions. 
FP Poor Perſons IX. And be it further Enacted, That 
165 to be admit. every Perſon or Perſons, to be ſent to any 
#05 ted by O!- Houſe or Houſes, to be provided under 
1 Church- the Authority of this Act, ſhall, at the 
1 warden er Time of his or her entering ſuch Houſe, 
wi verſeer. EE ns, 
10 deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to the 
| Governor thereof, or to his Aſſiſtant, an 
Wo Order, ſigned by One of the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of the 
1 Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place from which 
_ | RR ſuch Perſon ſhall come; for the Admiſſion 
WT of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, in the Form | 
or to the Effect contained in the faid Þ 
Schedule, No. 6; which Order ſhall be 
carefully kept by the Governor. 
None to be X. And, to render the Proviſions of 
__ 3 we this Act more practicable and beneficial, 
. ... 4 OOr-NOUIC . Wo | | 
| but the aged, Be it further EnaQed, That no Perſon 
mo or in- ſhall be ſent to ſuch Poor-houſe or 
my Houſes, except ſuch as are become indi- 
gent by old Age, Sic kneſs, or Infirmi- 
ties, and are unable to acquire a Main- 
FE tenance by their Labour, 
Proviſion fr XI. And be it further Enacted, That 
pawn Chu all Infant Children of tender Years, whoſe 
Parents are dead, or unable to maintain 
„ them, ſhall be placed by the Church- 
Tu wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, 3 
Wh the 
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33 
the Approbation of the Viſitor, in Man- 
ner following; that is to ſay, with the 
Parent or Parents of ſuch Child or Chil- 
dren, if living, and in a Condition to 
take Care of them; but if not in ſuch 
Condition, or if ſuch Parents ſhall be 
dead; then with ſome reputable Perſon 
or Perſons in or near the Pariſh, Town- 


— 


— 


1e t is 3 that theſe Children hold be * 
þ placed out at weed allowances, to prevent an ini- 


quitous Practice too common in many Parts of this 


out, for their Maintenance to a certain Time, or 
as long as they ſhall be chargeable to the Pariſh ; 
in which Caſes it becomes the Intereſt of the Per- 


other Means, to deſtroy them; and we have heard 


theſe Foſter Parents. 
As ſoon as the Children are able to do any 


ed in proper Work where they are kept, till they 
are ft to be placed out elſewhere; ſome as Ap- 
pientices or Servants to Gentlemen, or 'o Perſons 
in Trade or Huſbandry ; others may be ſent to the 


on Board ſome of his Majeſty's Ships of War. 
It ſeems to be a Duty, incumbent on the Viſitor, 
to be very cautious in the Choice of Maſters for 


be given with them; and alſo to extend his lnipec- 


lies near, by his own Eye; if at a Dittance, by 
: | 0 the 


TH 
4 
i 


ſhip, or Place to which they belong, at 


ſuch Weckly Allowance * as ſhall be 


Kingdom, by giving a Sum of Money, when put 


ſons with whom they are placed, to ſtarve, or by 


of many Inſtances of the Venen, and e of 
Thing, the Viſitor ſhould ſee that they are employ- 
Marine Society, or as Apprentices or Volunteers 


theſe poor Children, eſpecially where Money! is to 


tion until the Service is ; completed if the Maſter 


2 


. =_— 
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agreed upon between the Pariſh Officers 
Pur ſuch Perſon or Perſons, with the 


Approbation of the Viſitor j an ſuch 


Child or Children ſhall be of {ſufficient 
Age to be put into Service, or bound 


Apprentice to Huſbandry, or ſome Trade 


or Occupation; and a Lift of the Names 


of every Child ſo placed out, and by 


whom and where kept, ſhall be given to 


the Vilitor ; who ſhall take the Care and 
Inſpection of them, and ſee that they are 
properly treated, or cauſe them to be re- 
moved, and placed under the Care of 
ſome other Perſon or Perſons, if he finds 


juſt Cauſe ſo to do; and 1 every 


ſuch Child ſhall attain ſuch Age, he or 
the ſhall be ſo placed out, at the Expence 


which he or the {hall belong, ACCORDS 


of the Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place to 


to the Laws in being. 


Idle and diſ- 


_ orderly Per- 
ſons, able, 
but unwil- 


ling to work. 


XII. And be it further Enacted, That 
all idle or Morden Perſons *, „ who Are 
able, 


the Means of ſome other proper Perſon ; ; as we often 


hear of the cruel Treatment of Maſters to their Ap- 


_ Prentices and Servants, when put out by Pariſhes. 


| Thoſe who place theſe poor Children out, are but 


apprehended the Ottenders cannot be puniſhed, un. 


too apt to conclude that their Truſt is at an end, 


whenever they are removed out of their Hands. 


* In the Act of 17 Geo, II. c. 5. the Words are 


Idle and Diſorderiy Perſons; from which it has been 


leſs 


B 


able, but unwilling, to work and main- 
tain themſelves and their Families, ſhall 
be proſecuted by the Churchwardens and 
{ Overſeers of the Poor of the ſeveral Pa- 
| riſhes, Townſhips, and Places, to which 
they belong, and puniſhed in ſuch Man- 
ner as directed by the ſeveral Statutes 
made in the Seventeenth Year of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Sd, and in this preſent Seſſion of 
Parliament ; and if any Churchwarden or penalty on 
Overſeer of the Poor ſhall neglect to make Pariſh on. 
Complaint thereof, againſt every ſuch Ing en pole 
Perſon or Perſons, to fore neighbouring cute them. 

juftice of the Peace, within Ten Days . 
alter it ſhall come to his Knowledge, he 
| ſhall, for every ſuch Neglect, forfeit Aa 
Sum not exceeding Five Pounds, nor leſs 
than Twenty Shillings; One Moiety _ 
whereof, when recovered, ſhall be paid 
to the Informer, and the other Moiety 
to be diſpoſed of as the other Forfeitures 
are hereinafter directed to be applied. 

XIII. And be it further Enacted, That Perſons hls, 
where there ſhall be, in any Parith, Town- and vie "a R 
ſhip, or Place, any poor Perſon or Per» et 


cannot get 


lons who thall be able and e to-Employ---. 
| | „ GT 


— 


leſs 8 to have been Saler of both 0 
and many have eſcaped on that Account. By this 
Bill the Word or is introduced in the Place of and, 
in order to take in both Deſcriptions, f 


E 2 work 


Perſons re- 


fuling to 
| work, Or 
running 
away from 


their Em- 


1 
ployment. 


„ 


work, but who cannot get Employment, 
it ſhall and may be lawful tor the Church- 


watdens and Overſeers of the Poor of 
ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, and 
they are hereby required, on Application 


made to them, to contract for the Labour 


of ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons, with the 


Approbation of the Viſitor, at any Work 


or Employment ſuited to his or her 


Strength and Capacity, in any Pariſh, 
"Townſhip, or Place near the Place of his 


or her Reſidence; and to maintain, or 


_ cauſe ſuch Perſon or Perſons to be pro- 


perly maintained, lodged, and provided 


| for, until ſuch Employment {halt be pro- 
cured; and during the Time of tuch Work; 


and to receive the Money to be carned by 
ſuch Work or Labour, and apply it in 
ſuch Maintenance, as far as the ſame will 
go, and make up the Deſiciency, if any; 


and if the ſame ſhall happen to exceed the 


Money expended in ſuch Maintenance, 
to account for the Surplus, which ſhall 
afterwards, at the End of Three Calendar 
Months, be given to ſuch poor Perſon or 


Perſons who ſhall have earned ſuch Mo- 
ney, if no further Expences mall be then 


incurred on his or her Account to exhauſt 
the ſame; and in caſe ſuch poor Perſon 
or Peron ſhall refuſe to work, or run 
away from ſuch Work or Employ: ment, 


Complaint {hall be made thereof by the 


rel ſpective 


K „ Wh K PO, pow bo 


OM 
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| reſpective C hurchwarden or Overſcer, or 
| by the Viſitor, if not a Juliice, ro fone 
Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace in or near 
the Pariſh or Place to which ſuch poor 
| Perſon or Perſons belong, who ſhall en- 
. quire into the fame upon Oath, and pu- 
niſh fuch Offender or Offenders, by com- 


mitting him, her, or them to the Houte 


of Correction, there to be kept to hard f 
Labour for any Time not exceeding. | 
„Twelve Calendar Morths, nor lets than 


Three Calendar e if he ſinds juſt 


Cauſe lo to do. 
XIV. And be it further Fandel, That pünichment 


if the Churchwardens and e ee of of Parith 
| Ofricers, for 


the Poor for any Parith, Townſhip, OT neglecting to 
Place, and adopting the Proviſions of cloath the 
this Act as aforeſaid, ſhall not provide 895 
ſuitable and neceſſary Cloathing for the 
Perſons ſent by them to ſuch Poor-houſe 
as aforeſaid, the Governor of every ſuch _ 
Houle ſhall make Complaint thereof to 
| the Juſtice of the Peace who ſhall be ap- 
pointed Viſitor to ſuch Houle or Houſes 
as aforeſaid, or to ſome other neighbour- 
ing Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall ſum- — | 
mon One of ſuch Churchwardens and 18 
Overſeers to appear before him to anſwer _ — 
the ſaid Complaint, and direct him to +| 
provide ſuch Cloathing as ſhall to ſuch 357 
Juſtice appear neceſſary; and if ſuch. e 1 
Churchwarden or Overſeer thall make | i | 
Detault in providing. ſuch Cloathing, e 4 
E a 5 4 


| ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Jullice 


Rules, Bye- 


laws, an 


Regulations 
to be eſta- 
bliſhed, 


341 


within Ten Days after ſuch Direction, it 


of the Peace to direct the Governor of 


ſuch Poor-houſe to provide the ſame, and 
to demand from ſuch Churchwarden or 
| Overſeer the Charges and Expences of 
ſuch Cloathing ; and in Default of Pay- 
ment thereof, upon Demand made, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Juſtice 
or Juſtices of the Peace to levy the ſame, 
and the Coſts and Charges attending the 
Recovery thereof, by Diſtreſs and Sale of 
the Goods and Che attels of every ſuch 
Churchwarden and Overſeer ſo making 


Default. 
XV. And be it further Enacted, That | 


the Rules, Orders, Bye-Laws, e Re- 


gulations ſpecified and contained in the 


Schedule hereunto annexed, ſhall be duly 
obſerved and enforced at every Poor-houle 


already provided, or hereafter to be pro- 
vided, by virtue of this Act; ſubject, ne- 
vertheleſs, to ſuch Additions, Variations, 
and Ahterations, as ſhall be made by the 


Juſtices of the Peace for the County, 
Riding, Diviſion, City, or Place wherein 
ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall be ſituate, at 


their Midfummer or Michaelmas Quarter 


* ons 1 and for the Purpole of having 


them 


TG 


7 As it is e pere ſhould be a full ON 


N Juſtices, when thele Powers are executed, the 


Midſummer 


80 a4 — . 


5 


them more generally known, and more 
ſtrictly attended to, the Governors of 
every tuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall, and 
are 3 to cauſe the ſame to 
be printed in plain legible Characters, and 
fixed up in ſome conſpicuous Part of every 
ſuch Houſe or Houles -- 
XVI. And be it further EnaQed, That Houfes and 


Buildings, 
all the Houſes, Buildings, and Larids e a 


be hired or contracted for, under the hired for 

| Authority of this Act, mall be hired for Three Years 
| Three Years certain *, with an Option in N 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 


Poor of the ſaid Pariſhes, Townthips, 
and Places, to continue them for Three 


Years longer if they ſhall think fit, and 


— —— 


Midſummer and Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions are 
named, when there is generally the greateſt Attend- 
ance; thoſe being held during the Receſs of Parlia- 8 
ment. 

If any Pariſhes conſider e e as perfectly 
complete in their own Syſtem and Management of 
the Poor, they will have no Occaſion for the Pro- 
viſions of this Bill; but, if they think otherwiſe, 
they may adopt them, without much Expence, or 
Inconveniency, as they will, under this Clauſe, be 
at Liberty to withdraw at the End of three Years, 
and receive a due Proportion of the Value of the 
Furniture, &c. but it is apprehended, few Pariſhes 
which engage in it, will be induced to change the 
Plan; for if, upon Trial, there ſhall appear any 
unforeſeen Inconveniencies or Defects in the Pro- 
viſions, they may be corrected and gated, in any 
future Seſſions of Parliament. 
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ſo for the like further Term at the End of 
every Three Years; and the Church- 

wardens and Overſeers of every ſuch Pa- 
rith, Towenſhip, and Place fo uniting as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be at Liberty to withdraw 
5 themſelves from ſuch Agreement at the 
End of the Firſt Three Years, or any of 
the ſaid ſucceeding Three Years, if it 
ſhall be ſo determined by Two-thirds of 
the Perſons qualified to vote, at a Veſtry 
Meeting ſummoned by due Notice as 
_ aforeſaid, ſpecifying the Occaſion of ſuch 
Meeting; and in ſuch. Caſe they ſhall re- 
ceive their due Proportion of the Value 
of the Furniture, Stock, Utenſils, and 
Implements then remaining at ſuch Poor- 
houſe, to be ſettled upon a juſt and fair 
"Valuation; and all the ſaid Houſes, Build- 
ings, and Lands ſhall be free from all 
Parochial and Parliamentary Taxes, du- 
ring the Time they ſhall be Pecnpled for 
the Purpoſes aforeſaid. _ 
An annual XVII. And be it further Enacted 15 


count of 
Ae the Governor of every ſuch Poor- 


ings at each | houle | 
Poor-houſe 5 | Ee ” | 
- to be tranl- de 9 33 
mitted to the 


Quarter : Te is fit the Juſtices, at their 1 Sedos, 


ions. ſhould fee the Riſe and Progreſs of theſe Par- 
| houſes, and the Defects, if any, in the Method of 
conducting them; the Returns or Extracts required 

by this Clauſe may be laid before Parliament, when- 

* Polley for; and the Juſtices, at their Quarter 

I. max . out to their Repreſentatives 
Seo. any 


E * 1 
houſe ſhall, within One Week before the 
Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions of the Peace 
for the County, Riding, Diviſion, City, 
or Place where ſuch Poor-houſe ſhall be 
ſituate, in every Year, make out a juſt 
and fair Account of the Expences attend- 
ing the ſame, diſtinguiſhing them under 
the Two ſeveral Heads herein before ſpe- 
citied; and allo an Account of the Num- 
ber of poor Perſons which ſhall be con- 
tained in every ſuch Houſe at the Time 
of making out ſuch Account, and how 
they have been employed, and how much 
Money hath been earned by the Labour 
of the Poor in the Year preceding ; which 
Account ſhall be laid before the Viſitor 
of the {aid Houle, for his Inſpection, and 
Approbation, which ſhall be ſignified 
under his Hand and Seal, if he approves 
the ſame; and ſhall aftermrarils be tranſ- 
mitted to the Clerk of the Peace, or 
Town Clerk, of ſuch County, Riding, 
Diviſion, City, or Place, before or at 
the Time of the ſaid Quarter Seffions, 


and be by him laid before the Court there, - 
for their Iuſpection. 


* —_ 28 


any Errors or De 4805 which they may 1 10 


order that this Plan may, hereafter, be rendered 
complete. 1 
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Perſons un- 


der certain 


Deſcriptions, 


may be ſent 
to the Coun- 


ty, or other 


Infirmaries. 


8 
XVIII. And be it further Enacted, 
That if it ſhall at any Time be the Opi- 
nion of the Viſitor, the Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor, or the major 
Part of them, aſſembled at their Monthly 
Meeting, and of the Surgeon or Apo- 


thecary whom they ſhall think fit to con- 
ſult, and he ſhall certify under his Hand, 


that any Perſon ſent to ſuch Houſe or 


Houſes is afflicted with any ſevere or 


chronical Diſcaſe, which may require a 
Length of Time and ſome extraordinary 
Aſſiſtance of a Phylician or Surgeon for 


the Cure, every ſuch Perſon ſhall be ſent, 
at the Expence of the Pariſh, Townſhip, 


or Place to which he or ſhe belongs, to 


the Infirmary of the County, Riding, Di- 
viſion, FRY or Town where ſuch Poor= 5 


** 


"A Oeconomy is confilered in every Part of 
this Plan, the Proviſions in this Clauſe are intro 


duced as affording a better, and more effectual Re- 


lief to the Patient, and a cheaper Method for the 
Pariſhes (where the Infirmaries happen to be ſituate 


within a reaſonable Diſtance) than employing Sur— 


geons or Apothecaries in the particular Caſes allud— 
ed to by the Clauſe; and it is hoped, from theſe Con- 
ſiderations, the Truftces and Governors, and the 


Gentlemen of the Faculty, who attend the Infir- 
maries, will excuſe it. Whenever Hoſpitals can 
de provided, in the Manner ſuggeſted in the Plan 
| before mentioned, this Clauſe will become unne- 


ceſſary. 


; P's 


E 98 
houſe is ſituate; if there ſhall be any ſuch 
there, and if not, to the Infirmary of 
ſome other County, Riding, Diviſion, 
City, or Town, lying neareſt to ſuch 
Houſe or Houles, in caſe an Agreement 
ſhall have been previouſly made between 
the Governors, Directors, or Truſtees of 
ſuch reſpective Infirmaries, and the Juſtice 
of Peace who {hall be Viſitor of ſuch 

Houſe, or, if no Juſtice of the Peace 
| ſhall be Viſitor thereof, by ſome Juſtice 
of the Peace of the Diviſion or Diſtrict 
where ſuch Poor-houſe ſhall be ſituate, 
for the Admiſſion of ſuch poor Object 
into the faid Infirmary ; and in that Caſe, 
every ſuch poor Object ſhall be received 
into ſuch Infirmary, on producing a 
Letter, to be ſigned by the Viſitor of ſuch 
Houle or Houſes, in the Form or to the 
Effect contained in the ſaid Schedule, 
No. 7, and {hall be attended with due 
Care in ſuch Infirmary ; and that in all 
Cates where any poor Perſon ſhall be ſent 
to any ſuch Infirmary, purſuant to the 
Agreement and Directions aforeſaid, an | 
Account ſhall be Kept by the Governor 
of. every ſuch Houle, and alſo by the 
Ircaſurer of every ſuch Infirmary, of the 
Number of Patients ſo ſent, and the Time 

they ſhall be rei pectively kept there; and 
at Michaelmas in every Year tete ſhall 
be paid, by the Churchwardens or Over- 


ſcers 
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ſeers of the Poor of the Pariſh, Town- 
Mip, or Place to which the poor Perſon 
0 ſent to the Infirmary ſhall belong, to 
the Treaſurer of every ſuch Infirmary, a 

proper and full Compenſation for tis 


Charges and Expences attending every 
Perſon ſo ſent thither, during the Time 
of his or her Continuance there, accord- 


ing to the Terms of the Agreement to 


be fo made as aforeſaid ; and i in caſe any 
Difterence or Diſpute ſhall ariſe in ſettling 


and aſcertaining the lame, it hall be re- 

ferred to Two Perforts : ; One to be no- 
minated by the Treaſurer of ſuch Infir- 
mary, and the other by the Juſtice of the 


Peace who ſhall be appointed Vihtor to 
ſuch Houſe or Houſes as aforeſaid; or, if 


no Juſtice of Peace ſhall be fo appointed, 


buy ſome Juſtice of Peace acting for the 
Diviſion or Diſtrict where ſuch Poor- 
houſe ſhall be ſituate; and all other ex- 


traordinary Expences of Phyſic or Sur- 


gery, beyond the common Proviſions of 


the Houle, which ſhall be occaſioned by 


any Perlon ſent to ſuch Poor-houſe, du- 
ring the Time he or ſhe ſhall remain 


there, and the Expences of the Burial of 


any Perſon who ſhall die in any ſuch 


Houle or Infirmary, ſhall be paid by the 
Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor 
of the Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place to 
which ſuch Perſon be! longs, upon De- 

1 mand, 
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mand, after the ſame ſhall be ſettled and 
aſcertained by the ſaid Churchwardens 
and Overſeers, at a Monthly Meeting; 4 
and in Default of Payment thereof, the a 
flame ſhall be recovered, by Warrant 
from a Juſtice of the Peace, in : Manner 5 
aforeſaid. 


XIX. And where: a8, by the aid AQ of How poor 
the gth of King George the Firſt, Di- cen es 
rections are given touching the Applica- ed, by Or- 
tion to be made by poor Perſons, and ders from 
the Manner in winch they are to be EY is 
relieved by Orders from Juſtices of the _ 
Peace; but, from a Want of proper De- 
{criptions of the Poor who are to be the 
Objects of ſuch Relief, from a Want of 
proper Accommodations in many Pa- 

riſhes, Townſhips, and Places, and from 

a Want of the Means of enforcing the 

Orders of the Juſtices for ſuch Relicf, 

the ſaid Ack hath not had its pro- 

per Effect, and the Poor have been fre- 
quently reduced: to Hardſhips and Dif- 
treſſes: For Remedy whereof, Be it fur- 

ther enacted, That it ſhall and may be 


lawful for any Juſtice of the Peace, on 


* This Clauſe RIFTTOR. and mdch enlarges the ö 
Proviſions in the Statutes of 2 William and Mary, f 
N 11. 9 William III. c. 30. and 9 Geo. | 
BY 9. 7. by ng: ds a Penalty on the Pariſh Officers 

who diſobey the Orders of the Juſtices. | 


Complai: It 


et 


_ Complaint made upon Oath, by or on 


the Behalf of any poor Perſon, belong- 
ing to any Pariſh, 'Townthip, or Place 


having a Poor-houſe, or uniting in the 
providing of a Poor-houſe, under the Au- 


thority of this Act, that the Churchwar- 


dens and Overſeers of the Poor, upon 


Application made to them, have refuſed 


ſuch poor Perſon proper Relief, to ſum- 
mon ſuch Churchwardens and Overſeers, 
or One of them, to appear before him, 


to ſhew Cauſe why ſuch Relief was not 
given; and upon full Enquiry into the 


Condition and Circumſtance of ſuch Poor 
Perſon ; either to order him or her ſome 


Weekly Relief, or direct ſuch Church- 


warden or Overſeer to ſend ſuch poor 


| Perſon to the Poor-houſe, if he or ſhe 


{ſhall appear a fit Object to be kept and 
and provided for there, according to the 


true Intent and Conſtruction of this 
Act (and every Perſon receiving Week- 
ly Relief, ſhall wear the Badge directed 
by the Act made in the Eighth and Ninth 
| Years of the Reign of King William the 


Third, unleſs directed otherwiſe by a Juſ- 


tice of Peace, upon Proof of very decent 


and orderly Behaviour); or if it ſhall ap- 


pear to ſuch Juſtice, that the Perſon ſo com- 
plaining, or on whoſe Behalf ſuch Com- 


plaint is made, is able and willing to work; 


but wants Employment; in that Cale it 


ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Juſtice to 
8 order 


OO RT. 
order the Churchwarden or Overſeer of the - 
Poor to procure him or her Maintenance I} 
and Employment, upon the belt Terms il 
he can, with ſome reputable Perſon or 
Perſons, in or near the Place of ſuch 
poor Perſon's Reſidence; according to 
the Proviſions and Directions of this Act; 
and to find or allow ſuch Perſon a 1 
ent Maintenance until ſuch Employment 
can be procured; and if any Church- Puniſhment 
warden or Overſeer ſhall, upon due No- ebe Ot 
| icers, for 
tice of any ſuch Order, refuſe to obey diſobeying 
the ſame, he ſhall for every ſuch Refuſal the Orders 
and Neglect forfeit the Sum of Five © Ji: 
Pounds; or if it ſhall appear to ſuch Ju- 1 
ſtice that the Perſon making ſuch Com- 
plaint, or on whoſe Behalf ſuch Com- 
plaint is made, is an idle or diſorder- 
ly Perſon, and bas not uſed proper Means 
to get Employment, it all and may be 
lawful for the juſtice, after examining 
ſuch Perſon, and hearing the whole Cir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe, ta commit ſuch 
Perſon to the Houle of Correction, there 
to be kept to hard Labour for any Time 
not exceeding Twelve Calendar Months, 
nor leſs than Three Calendar Months; Ile o. diser. 
or, if it ſhall appear to ſuch Juſtice, upon derly Per- 
; Enquiry as aforeſaid, that the Huſband 2 ee 
plaints, 
or Father of ſuch Perſon making Com- to be puniſh- 
plaint, or on whole Behalf Complaint ed. 
ſhall be ſo made, for want of Relief, 


is an idle or diforderly Perſon, able to 
work, 


tion or Diſ- 
treſs, to be Places of their Settlement, are viſited with 


provided for, 


EG] 


work, but by his Neglect of W ork, or 


for want of ſeeking Employment, or by 


ſpending the Money he earns in Ale- 


houſes, or Places of bad Repute, is ren- 
dered unable to maintain his Wife or 


3 Children, and ſuffers them to be reduced 
Huſbands to Want, it ſhall and may be lawful for 


and Parents 
refuſing to 


ſuch Juſtice of the Peace in like Manner 


work for the to commit the Huſhand of ſuch poor Wo- 
Maintenance man, or the Father of ſuch poor Child or 


of their Fa- , 
milies, to be Children, tO the Houſe of Correction, In 


puniſhed. Manner and for the Time aforeſaid. 
Caſual Poor, XX. And whereas it frequently hap- 
under Afflic- 

pens, that poor Perſons travelling out of the 


relieved and ſeyere Sickneſs, and, not having the 
Means of Subſiſtence, are expoſed to great 
Hardſhips from the Want of proper Care 


and Relief: For Remedy whereof, Be it 


further Enacted, That if any poor Per- 
ſon ſhall be retarded, on his or her Paſ- 
ſage through any Pariſh, Townſhip, or 
Place in which he or ſhe has no legal Set- 
tlement, by reaſon of his or her being 
afflicted with any dangerous Sickneſs or 


_ bodily Infirmity, without the Means of Y 


: —— 


This Clauſe was introduced, to prevent the 
Cruelty which Pariſh Officers have been guilty of, 


by ſuffering poor Perſons, oppreſſed with "CE RR 


and Infirmities, to lie in the Streets, or Highways 
without affording them any Relief, for Fear of 
bringing a Burden upon their Pariibes; 


Subſiſtence, 


” an 
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Subſiſtence, or of proceeding to the Place 


of his or her Settlement, it ſhall and may 


be lawful for any Perſon or Perſons to 
convey ſuch poor Perſon to the Houſe 
of ſome Churchwarden or Overſeer of 


the Poor living near the Place where ſuch 


diſtreſſed Object ſhall be, who is hereby 


required to receive and provide ſuitable 


Nouriſhment (and Cloathing if neceſſary) 
for ſuch Perſon, until he or ſhe can be 
removed with Safety; and, ſo ſoon as 
ſuch Perſon ſhall be in a State of Health 
fit to be removed, ſhall take ſuch Per- 
ſon to ſome neighbouring Juſtice of the 
| Peace of the County, Riding, Diviſion, 


City, or Place where ſuch Perſon was 


found, who ſhall examine him or her 
upon Oath, touching the Place of his 
or her Settlement, and make an Order 


for his or her Removal thither, if he 
* thinks fit; and the Pariſh Officer who 
* {ſhall fo receive and provide for ſuch 
| Perſon or Perſons as aforeſaid, ſhall make 
a Charge of the Expences attending the 
ſame, and likewiſe of the Expences of 


How 


Charges are 
to be aſcer- 
tained and 


paid, 


| burying ſuch poor Perſon, if he or ſhe. 


ſhall happen to die there, which, on be- 
ing allowed and certified by the Juſtice 
before whom ſuch poor Perſon ſhall be 
ſo taken, or ſome other neighbouring 
Juſtice, within the Limit where ſuch Per- 
ſon was found, the ſame ſhall be paid 


* 5 


3 


— 


" * 
” 
_— — — - 2 2 
5 F, LS * — N 
r « bans SS 
2 — II eo — 


222 
ST REN . 


a — — CA 3 
3 r n 
— nv Fx — — 83 


wi ch 
2 EP 4 
3 2 
* l 
5 3 


EL 
: * 
*. rt * 


[ 66 | 
by the Churchwarden or Overſeer of the 
Poor of the Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place 
where ſuch poor Perſon {hall be ſettled, 
in caſe the ſame can be diſcovered, on Dew 
mand madethereof, and on the Production 
of ſuch Allowance and Certificate as 
aforeſaid; or, in Default of Payment, the 
ſame ſhall be levicd upon the Goods and 
Chattels of any ſuch Churchwarden or 
Overſeer fo making Default, after due 
Summons, by Warrant from a Juſtice of 
Peace having Juriſdiction there; but in 
caſe the Settlement of ſuch poor Perion 
cannot be diſcovered, the ſame ſhall be 
paid by the Treaſurer of ſuch County, 
Riding, Diviſion, City, or Place, on the 
Production of ſuch Allowance and Cer- 
en out of the County or Public Mo- 
ney to be collected within his Limits, 


and allowed to ſuch Treaſurer in his 


Accounts. 


This Act not XXII. And be it Panther Enacted, 


to affect the 


That nothing herein contained ſhall ex- 
Settlement 


of any Per- tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to alter 
ſon, or to or affect the Settlement of any Perſon or 


alter the Pro- 


ra ae Perſons whomſoever, or to alter or affe&t 
Act paſſed any of the Proviſions, Directions, Rules, 


for particular 


Toaster Orders, or Regulations, eſtabliſhed by 


Places. any Act or Acts of Parliament for the 
Management and Government of any 


Particular Houſe of Induſtry or Work- 


Houſe, in any Part of this Kingdom; EL 


LT 


any 


17 


any Thing herein contained to the con- 


trary thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 


XXIII. And be it further Enacted, "ET LODI 


That if any poor Perfon, who ſhall be for poor Per- 


ſons who © 
ſent to ſuch Houſe or Hoſes, ſhall em- ſhall md 


| hezzle or waſte any of the Goods or Ma- zle or take 
_ terials committed to his or her Care, or ***y Goods 


from the 
hall take Or carry away, without Per- Poor-houle, 


miſſion of the Governor, any Goods or 


Materials provided for the Uſe of ſuch 


| Houſe, or belonging to any Perſon re- 


liding there; Complaint ſhall be made 


thereof upon Oath to the viſiting Juſtice, 

or ſome other Juſtice of Peace living near 
ſuch Houſe; who ſhall hear the ſame, 
and the Party accuſed ; and ſuch Juſtice 

is hereby authoriſed to commit ſuch Of- 


fender to the Houſe of Correction, there 


to be whipped, or kept to hard Labour 
for any Time not exceeding Twelve Ca- 


lendar Months, nor leſs than Three Ca- 


lendar Months, as the ſaid Juſtice ſhall 
think fit. 


XXIV. And whereas it frequently Pas ene 


happens , that Poor Children, pregnant of Pariſh Of- 


cers, or other 
W Perſons, who 


e eee . remove poor 


diſtreſſed Ob- 
Phe Pia nn in this Clauſe are 3 want- Felt without 


ed; the cruel Practices complained of are frequent, legal Order. 


8 


7 0 ariſe from the Motives obſerved in Clauſe 19. 
They deſerve a ſevere Puniſhment; but as the Pro- 


ceedings by Indictment are tedious, and expenſive 


to the Proſecutor, it is not doubted, but this by 


F Penalty, 
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Women, or poor Perſons afflicted with 
Sickneſs, or ſome bodily Infirmity, are 
taken or conveyed by Pariſh Officers, or 
other Perſons, from one Pariſh or Place 
to another, without any legal Order of 
Removal, in order to eaſe the one Pariſh 
or Place, and to burthen the other, with 
fuch poor Perſons : For Remedy where- 
of, Be it further Enacted, That when 
any Perſon or Perſons mall ſo remove, 
or cauſe or procure to be fo removed, any 
ſuch poor . Perſon or Perſons from one 
| Pariſh or Place to another, without an 
Order from Juſtices of the Peace for that 
Purpoſe, every Perſon or Perſons fo of- 
fending ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, 
_ forfeit. a Sum not exceeding. Twenty 
Pounds, nor leſs than Five Pounds. 


eee for. . And- be - it; farther Eoatted, 
the Inhabit- 


ants ofany That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Pariſh to ſub- Owners or Occupiers of Lands, Tene- 


ſttuteaGVvar- ments, or Hereditaments, within any 
an to take — N 

Care of the 5 PE F 
- Pear / CO DE oa: __ 5 
Place of the 


Church- 7 enalty, to be inflied in a Gy War” will 1 
wardens and 


have the 8 Effect, 15 deter the Practice. 
Some Clauſes in this Bill, not particularly ob- 
. ſerved upon in theſe Notes, are Aelnded 24 the 
general Obſervations; and others, being only to 
_ regulate and enforce this Plan reſpecting the Poor- 
houſes, without making any Alteration in the pre- 
ſent Laws, concerning any other Pariſhes or Places, 
are unneceſſary to be taken Notice of in theſe Ob- 


ſervations. . 155 | 
Y | Pariſh, 


{ 69 ] | 
Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place which fhall 
F adopt the Proviſions of this Act, quali- 
* fied as aforeſaid, or the major Part bf 
them, at a Veſtry Meeting to be held 
(after due Notice given of the Occaſion 
of ſuch Meeting) in the Manner afore- 


ſaid, to nominate an able and diſcreet 


Perſon, within ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, 
or Place, to attend the Monthly Meetings 
Herein before directed, and tranſact, in 
that and all other Reſpects, the Bulineſs 
impoſed by this Act upon the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of 
every ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place ; 
which Perſon, ſo to be nominated and ap- 
pointed, ſhall be called the Guardian of 
the Poor, and ſhall have, and is hereby 
inveſted with, all the Powers and Au- 
thorities given by this Act, or by any 
other Act or Acts of Parliament now in 
being, to the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor; and ſhall be liable to 
Tuch Forfeitures and Penalties, for Ne- 
glect of Duty, as Churchwardens and 
Overſeers of the Poor are made liable by 
this or any other Act of Parliament; 
which Guardian, ſo nominated, ſhall be : 
appointed to that Office by a Jultice of 


Peace, in the Form ne in the 


aforeſaid Schedule, No. 8. or to that or 
the like Effect, for One Year; and ſhall 
forfeit the Sum of Five Pounds, if he de- 

5 03 1 clines, 
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clines, | without juſt Cauſe, to accept and 
execute the ſame ; and if juſt C auſe ſhall 


be ſhewn againſt ſuch Appointment, the 


Juſtice ſhall forthwith appoint ſome other 


fit and proper Perſon to that Office, who 
ſhall incur the like Penalty for refuling to 
accept it; and the ſaid Guardian ſhall be 


continued, or another appointed in like 
Manner, annually in Eaſter Week, for 


every ſuch Parith, Townſhip, or Place; and 


if ſuch Guardian, after a Year's Probation 


in that Office, ſhall be approved by TWO 
or more Juſtices acting for the Diviſion 
or Diſtrict where ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, 
or Place ſhall be ſituate, and it. ſhall be 
the Deſire of the Perſons contributing to 
the Poor's Rates, qualified as aforeſaid, 
ſignified at a Veſtry Meeting, that dis 


ſhall continue in that Office, and he ſhall 
conſent thereto; then, and in every tuch 
Caſe, the Juſtices ſhall again appoint ſuch 


Perſon to the ſaid Office, and ſo from 
Tear to Year, as long as ſuch Agreement 
| ſhall be made; and that it ſhall and may 
be lawful, after ſuch firſt Year, for the 


Juſtices, in their Appointment, to inſert. 


{uch Salary for the ſaid Guardian as ſhall 
be agreed upon at ſuch Veſtry Meeting, 
if they approve thereof; which ſhall be 


paid out of the Poor's Rates; and all 
Notices or Applications directed by this 


or any other Act of Parliament bs be 


given 


1 


given or made to the Churchwardens and- 
Overſeers of the Poor, ſhall be given and 
made to ſuch Guardian of the Poor; and 
in caſe ſuch Guardian of the Poor be ap- 
pointed, the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers within ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or 
Place, ſhall not interfere or intermeddle 


in the Care and Management of the Poor, 


in any other Reſpect than by making the 


| Poors Rates, and collecting the Money 


from the Perſons liable to pay the ſame; 

and ſo much of ſuch Money as ſhall be Ie a Guar- 
applicable to the Relief of the Poor, ſhall dian be ap- 
be retained in the Hands of One of the . 
Churchwardens or Overſeers, who ſhall, Church- 
at ſuch reſpeQive Veſtry Meetings, be es rag 
nominated for that Purpole to be the > he Trea- 
Treaſurer ; and the Perſon ſo to be aps ſurer. 
pointed Guardian of the Poor, ſhall from 

Time to Time draw Drafts, i the Form L 

or to the Effect contained in the ſaid 
Schedule, No. 9. upon ſuch Treaſurer, 

for the Payment of all Bills, and the ne- 
ceſſary Expences attending ſuch . Houſe 

or Houſes, and the Poor belonging to 

the ſaid Pariſhes, Townſhips, or -Places 

ſo united; expreſſing in every ſuch Draft 

the Purpoſes for which ſuch Money is 

wanted; which Treaſurer ſhall pay the 

fame upon Demand; and the Treaſurer's 
Accounts ſhall be inſpected and examined 

at N Monthly Meeting, and ſhall be 


F 4 examined 
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Penalties 
how to be 
recovered. 


. 
examined and paſſed Quarterly by the 


Ce Overſeers, and Guar- 


dians (if any), at the ſaid Houſe or 


Houſes, at their Monthly Meetings, af- 


ter they ſhall have been verified upon 


Oath before a Juſtice of Peace; and the 
Balance in the Treaſurer's Hands, in 


caſe he ſhall not be continued in that 
Office, ſhall be paid to his Succeſſor in 


Three Days after he ſhall be nominated. 
XXVI. And be it further Enacted, 


That if any Viſitor, Guardian, Church- 


warden, or Overſeer, ſhall ſell or furniſh 


any Materials, Goods, Clothes, Victuals, 
or Proviſions, or do any Work in his 
Trade, for the Uſe of any Workhouſe, 


Poor-houſe, or poor Perſons within any 


Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place for which 


he ſhall be ſo appointed to act, or be 


concerned in Trade or Intereſt with any 
| Perſon or Perſons who ſhall ſell, provide, 
do, or furniſh the ſame, he ſhall, for 


every ſuch Offence, forfeit a Sum not 


_ exceeding Five Pounds, nor leſs than 
Fifty Shillings, on being duly convicted 
thereof by a Juſtice of Peace. 


XXVII. And be it further Enacted, 


That all Penalties inflicted by this Act 


ſhall, in Default of Payment, after due 


Summons and Demand made, be levied 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's 
Goods and Chattels, by virtue of a War- 


rant 


3 

rant under the Hand and Seal of any 
Juſtice of the Peace having Juriſdiction 
where ſuch Offender ſhall dwell, ren- 
dering to the ſaid Offender the Overplus 
(if any), after the Charges of ſuch Diſtreſs 
and Sale ſhall be deducted; and in caſe 
ſufficient Diſtreſs ſhall not be found, then, 
and in every ſuch Caſe, it ſhall and may 
be lawful to and for any ſuch Juſtice of 
the Peace to commit ſuch Offender to the 
Common Gaol or Houle of Correction, 
there to remain without Bail or Main- 
prize, for any Space not exceeding Six 
Calendar Months, nor leſs than One Ca- 
lendar Month; and that every ſuch Pe- 

nalty and Forfeiture, if not hereby other- 

wiſe directed to be diſpoſed of, ſhall be 
paid to the Governor of every ſuch Houle 

or Houſes, to be applied by him towards 
defraying the Monthly Expences of Vic- 
tuals, Beer, Firing, and other neceſſary 


Proviſions for the Poor within ſuch Houle 
or Houſes. 


XVXVIII. And be it further . . 
That this Act ſhall be deemed and taken 
to be a Public Act, and ſhall be judicially 
taken Notice of as ſuch by all Judges, 
Juſtices, and other Perſons whomſoever, 
without peine Parley the fame. 


SCHEDULE, 


that our W orkhouſe (if there is one) ſhall 
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SCHEDULE, 


Containing the oem of "LATTE 


ings referred to by the aforeſaid 
Act. 


No. 1. 


Fox. of Acssfrα ur, at a Veſtry 


Meeting, for a fingle Pariſh or 
Townſhip to adopt the Provi- 
ſions, Rules, and Regulations 
of an Act made in the 

Vear of Geo. „ 


TT: is agreed, at a Veſtry Mening duly 
held this Day f at 
in the County of 


akin to the Directions of the ſaid 


Act, that the Pariſh (or Townſhip of 
as the Caſe ſhall be) ſhall 


: PAPA henceforth adopt, in all Reſpects, 
the Proviſions, Rules, Orders, and Re- 


gulations, and comply with all the Re- 
quiſites preſcribed by the ſaid Act, and 


be 
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be immediately fitted up and accommo- 
dated for the Purpoſes mentioned in the 
ſaid Act; (if there is none) we will forth- 
with provide a proper Workhouſe, either 
by erecting a new one, or hiring, alter- 
ing, and fitting up Buildings ſuitable to 
the Purpoſe, at ſome convenient Place 
within our Pariſh. Given under our 


Hands, &c. _ 


No - i, 


For of Conn and ApPROBA“ 
T10Nn of the e 


A. B. Eſquire, one of his Majeſty's 
I Juſtices of the Peace for the County 
of reſiding and acting within 
the Hundred, &c. of (as the 
Caſe ſhall be), within the ſaid County, 
conhdenng the Pariſh, Townſhip, &c. of 
Within the ſaid Hundred 
Kc. to be of Magnitude ſufficient to have | 
a Workhoule provided within it, for the 
Reception and Employment of the aged, 
inhrm, and impotent Poor, within the 
true Intent and Meaning of an Act, For 
© the better Relief and Employment of 
+. the Poor,” paſſed in ke Year 
of the Reign of King Geo, III. do hereby 

— give 


[56 J: 


give my Approbation and Conſent there- 
to, purſuant to the Directions of the ſaid 
Act. Given under my Hand, this 
Day of TT 


oc 4: 


Foru of AcrEBMENT between the 


' Pariſhioners of the Pariſhes (or 


Townſhips, as the Caſe ſhall be) 
of A. B. C. and D. for uniting 
in hiring a Houſe or Houſes, and 


providing for the Maintenance 


and Employment of a certain 
| Deſcription of Poor, purſuant to 


the Statute of the 
of Geo. III. 
TT ; is agreed, this n Dare 


17 by and between the 
Serien ad Overleers of the Poor 


of the Pariſhes? and 
; and of the Townſhips 
r and 
in the County of 7 (which 


maintain their own Poor, ſeparate and 


dliſtinct from the other Parts of their re- 
vant — mh Names are here- 


unto 


—— —é— —— I ren ren oo 


in] 


unto ſubſcribed, purſuant to the Opinion 
of the major Part of the Pariſhioners and 
| Inhabitants paying to the Poor's Levies, 
within ſuch reſpective Pariſhes and Town- 
ſhips, at Veſtry Meetings duly held for 
that Purpoſe, according to the Direction 
of the ſaid Act, and with the Approbation 
of A. B. a Juſtice of the Peace dwelling 
near the ſame, That the ſaid reſpective 
Pariſhes and Townſhips ſhall, for the 
better maintaining and employing their 
Poor, be united, by virtue of the Sta- 
tute made in the 
2 Your cf the Reign 
of his preſent Majeſty ; and that a proper 
and convenient Houſe or Houſes, with 
convenient Land for Gardens, Orchards, 
and the keeping of a Cow or Cows, ſhall 


be built, purchaſed, or hired (as the Caſe 


ſhall be), at or near for the 
| Reception and Accommodaion of the ſaid 
Poor, as ſoon as conveniently may be; 


and if hired, the ſame ſhall be hired for 
Three Years certain, with an Option in 


the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 


ſaid Pariſhes and Townſhips, to continue 
them for Three Years longer, if they 
' ſhall think fit, and ſo for the like further 
Term at the End of every Three Years: 
And ſuch Houſes ſhall be fitted up, and 
ſaade convenient for the Purpoſes afore- 

mid, at che Expence of (the Landlords or 
Tenants, 
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neceſſary) in every ſuch Houle or Houſes, 
with all other ſmall incidental Expences, 
| ſhall be proportioned, at the End of every 
Month, according to the Number of 
Poor which {hall be ſent from each of the 
aid — Parithes, Townſhips, and 


E 8 


Tenants, as ſhall be agreed between 


them); that the Rents of the ſaid Houtes, 


the Expences of fittmg up, making Ad- 


ditions or Alterations (where they ſhall 


be agreed to be paid by the Tenant) and 
the Furniture thereof, and alſo the Uten- 


lils and Materials to bis uſed for the Pur- 


poſe of employing the Poor, and the 


Wages and Allowances to be paid to the 


Governor to be appointed to the Care and 
Management of the Houles, ſhall be paid 


by the ſaid ſeveral Churchwardens and 


Overſeers, in their due Proportions, ac- 
cording .to the Amount of the Money 


raiſed by their Poor's Rates, in reſpect of 


their Poor, on a Medium of Three Years 
preceding ſuch Agreement; and that 


tuch Froportion ſhall be aſcertained by { 
and whom 


we have nominated hs that Purpoſe ; and 
that the Money earned by the Labour of 
ſuch Poor ſhall be brought to the Credit 


of that Account at the End of every Lear; 
that the Expences of Victuals, Beer, and 


Firing for the Poor and the Governor 


(and Aſſiſtants, when any ſhall be found 


Places, 


E 
Places, and for the Time they ſhall have 
reſided there within ſuch Month; that 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 


Poor of any of the ſaid Pariſhes, Town- 


{hips, or Places, ſhall be at Liberty to 


withdraw from this Agreement at the 
End of the Furſt, or any ſucceeding Three 


Years, if it ſhall be ſo determined by 
Two-third Parts of the Inhabitants and 
| Pariſhioners paying to the Poor's Rates, 
and qualified as aforeſaid, at a Veſtry 


Meeting ſummoned by Tas Notice as 
abbrefand, ſpecifying the Occaſion of 


ſuch Meeting ; and in ſuch Caſe they 


Mall receive their due Proportion, to 
be aſcertained as aforeſaid, of the Value 


of the Furniture, Stock, Utenſils, and 
Implements, then remaining at ſuch Poor 
Houle, to be ſettled upon a juſt and fair 
Valuation ; that the Churchwardens and 
Overſeers of the Poor of each Pariſh, 
Townſhip, and Place, ſhall provide ſuit- 
able and convenient Cloathing for the 
Poor ſent to the ſaid Houſe or Houſes, 
and charge the Expences thereof in their 


Accounts: And we do further agree, that 


the ſeveral Rules, Bye Laws, and Regu- 


lations, made or authoriſed by the ſaid 
Acts, or either of them, ſhall be fully 
and completely executed and enforced at 


the {aid Houſe or Houſes. 


No. 4. 


[ 8 ] 


Wo 6 


Form of EnTzy to 6 ade by the 
Clerk of the Peace or Town 
Clerk. 8 


a remembered, That on the 
Day of 3 ˖ö*˙ hs oy 
: depoſited | in my Hands a Copy of the 
Agreement made between the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of the 


1 Pariſhes or Townſhips of 
and (a the Caſe ſhall be) 
in the County of | for 


uniting in hiring Houſes, at or near 

iin the ſaid County, and 
providing for the Maintenance and Em- 
ployment of a certain Deſcription of poor 
Perſons belonging to the ſaid Pariſhes, 
Townſhips, and Places, . to the 
Statute made in the 


'Year of 


the Reign OI his n — 


No. 5. a 


No. 6. 


: Form of a Norier for the Meeting. 


N OTICE is hereby kiten, That a 
Veſtry Meeting, to conſult the 
Pariſhioners about hiring, purchaſing, or 
building (as the Caſe ſhall be) a Houſe or 
Houles, and providing for the Mainte- 
nance and Employment of the Poor Pur- 
ſuant to the Statute = 


of George the 

Third, will be held at : — i 

e Bay Of „ fb | 
in the Forenoon. 


| No. 6. 
For of Ozver for Admiſſion of 
Paupers. 


To the Governor of the Poor-houſe at E. = = 


Ob are hereby ordered and re- 'N 
quired to receive A. B. [Deſcribe ” 

his or her Age, and whether married or , 
ſingle] a poor Perſon belonging to the =_ 
Pariſh or Townſhip (as the Caſe ſhall be) al 
of iin the County of D. 1 
1 inte "1 


L 82 J 
into the Poor-houſe at Ex and to accom- 
modate and provide for ſuch Perſon in a 
proper Manner, according to the Rules 
and Eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Houle. 
_ Given under my ho this as» 

= II. G. Oats. | 
or Churchwarden do the Caſe thall * 


No. 75 
ForM of a bar requeſting the 


Admiſſion of a . Perſon 1 into 
8 the Infirmary. 


To the Treafurer ofthe Infirmary: at 
81 R, 


AVING been appointed, by a 
Court of Quarter Seſſions for the 
15 Coty, Riding, Diviſion, City, &C. 

(as the Caſe hall be) ” Ga Vi- 
ſitor of the Poor-houſe provided for the 
Maintenance and Employment of poor 
Perſons at in the ſaid County, 
c. purſuant to the Directions of the Sta- 

tute made in the Tear of the 

Reign of his preſent Majeſty King Gevrge 
the Third, Ido hereby recommend &. B. 
afflicted with 5 --— a dd 


N Object 


{FJ 

Odjbct to bereceived i into your Infirmary, 
| For his Relief and Cure, purſuant to the 
Power given to me by the. ſaid Ag. 
Dated this Day of 17 
VV 1 . 


N. B. A Cartbieate from the Church 
_ wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
of the Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place 
to which ſuch Perſon belongs, in the 

common Form of Certificates, and 
atteſted by Two Juſtices of the Peace, 
| ſhall be delivered with the above 


Letter. 
| No. | 8. 
ForxM of APPOINTMENT of a 
Guardian. 


E A. B. and C D. Two of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace for 
2 e of acting for 
the Hundred, &c. of ee he 
fad County, do hereby appoint E. H. of 


to execute the Office of 


Guardian of che Poor for the Pariſh, &c. 


af: © RS within the ſaid Ha. 
dred, &c. for One Vear, to be computed 
Kom 2 which he has been 


Wo} G 2 elected 
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elected at A Veſtry Meeting, held the 


JJ purſuant 
to the Directions of the Act paſſed in 
thke Te of the Reign of his 


Majeſty King George the Third, for 


the Sutter Relief and Employment of the 
Poor (in the Caſes where a Salary 1s to be 


5 allowed, inſert the following Words). 
And we do hereby direct that he ſhall 17 
ceive for his Trouble the Sum of 


which was agreed at the ſaid Veſ- 


try to be allowed him, and which we 
think a reaſonable Sum. Given under 
our Hands this N of 


No. 9. 


For: of a Draer by the Guardian 


on the T reaſurer. 


To A.B. Treafurer for the Four (of the 
Pariſh or Townſhip of as 
the Caſe ſhall be). 1 


OU are hereby authoriſed and di- 
rected to pay to C. D. the Sum of 

for | Here deſcribe the 
8 of the Payment, whether for 
Houſe Rent, Proviſions, Goods, Uten- 


fils, Cloathing, or for Weekly Relief of 


Poor | 


W ] 
poor Perſons, &c. &c. as the Caſe ſhall 
be], and take his Receipt for the ſame, 


which will be your Diſcharge for ſuch 
Payment. Dated this Day of 


* | 
E. H. 


Guardian of the Poor for the (Pariſh 


or Townſhip) aforeſaid. 


Runs, Onxpkks, Bre-Laus, and 
RE GULATIONSs, to be obſerved 


and enforced at every PooR- 


Hovuss to be provided and eſta - 
bliſhed under the Authority: of 
the Act of le of 
Fear of King George | 


the Third. 


HAT the ſeveral Perſons. who 


ſhall be ſent to any fuch Poor- 


houſe, who are capable of doing any 


Work, ſhall be employed by the Go- 


vernor in ſome Labour which may be 


| beſt ſuited to their Strength and Capacity. 
2. That the Governor {ſhall take par- 
ticular Care to keep the ſaid Houſe, and 
the ſeveral 3 therein, and allo 
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[8 | 
the ſeveral Perſons who ſhall AY the; 


ſame, clean and wholeſome ; and, for 
that Purpoſe, he. ſhall employ ſuch of the. 
ſaid poor Perſons who ſhall be ſent thi- 
ther, whom he ſhall think moſt able and 
beſt qualitied for the Offices, to aſſiſt 


him therein, and alſo in the providing 


and dreſſing Victuals for the Uſe of ſuch 


Poor 8 : 

That the Governor ſhall, at the 
Hour of in Winter, and the Hour 
of in Summer, call together the 


ſeveral Perſons Who hall reſide in fuch _ 


Houte or Houles, and are able to attend, 


by a Bell, or ſome other proper Means, . 


and ſhall read to them, in a diſtin Man- 
ner, and with an audible Voice, in caſe 
no Clergyman ſhall be procured to at- 
tend that Duty, Prayers ſelected from 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, 


to be approved by the Miniſter of the 


Pariſh or Place where every ſuch Houſe 
ſhall be ſituate ; which Prayers ſhall be 
written or printed in a Book to be pro- 
vided by the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers. . 

4. That the Ap: artments in the Houſe 
or Houfes to be provided as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be adapted fo as to accommodate the 
Poor, who {hall be ſent thither in the beſt 
Manner they are capable. —That the 

Governor ſhall — in the beſt Apart 


8 | ments, 


( 87 ] 


been creditable Houſekeepers, are re- 
duced by Misfortune ; in Preference to 
thoſe who are become poor by Vice and 


Idleneſs; and that ſeparate Apartments 
ſhall be provided, for the Reception of 
the ſick and diſtempered Poor, and an 


| Apothecary or Surgeon to be ſent for to 


attend them, when there ſhall appear 


Neceſſity for it; at the Expence of the 


Pariſh or Place to which tuch poor Per- 


tons belong. 
$5. That ſuch poor Perfons who are 


able to work, ſhall be called up, by Ring 
of Bell, and ſet to work by in the 


_— Morning from Lady-day to Michaelmas, 


and by from Michaelmas to Lady- 


day; and continue until in the 
Afternoon, from Michaelmas to Lady- 
day, an from Lady-day to Michaelmas 


till in the Afternoon (Meal Times 


and Times for reaſonable Recreation ex- 


cepted); and if any fuch poor Perſon 
ſhall Nast or neglect to do ſuch Work 
as ſhall be allotted him or her, or wil- 


fully ſpoil the fame, or depart Rom ſuch 


e Leave from the Gover- 


: nor, or ſhall be guilty of any Diſorder or 
Diſobedience to theſe Rules and Orders, 


the Governor thall reprove ſuch Perſon 


for the fame, and puniſh him or her by 


Coalnoment: or Alteration of Diet, as the 
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= 88 ] . 
ſaid Governor ſhall think fit; and if ſuch 
Perſon ſhall be guilty of the like Offence = 


a Second Time, the Governor ſhall com- 
plain thereof to the Viſitor of ſuch Houle, 


who is hereby authoriſed to order the 


Puniſhment to be increaſed to ſuch De- a 
gree as he ſhall think fit. 


6. That the Governor ſhall enter ina 


Book to be kept by him, an Account of 
the Houſehold Goods, Linen, Furniture, 


and Utenſils provided for the ſaid Houſe ; 3 
and alſo an Account of the Materials 


bought for Manufacture, and of the 
Goods manufactured there ; which ſhall 

be laid before the Churchwardens and 

Overſeers at their Monthly Meeting, and 


before the Viſitor whenever he comes to 
ſuch Houſe. 


7. That the Fe ſhall viſit the ; 


| ſeveral Perſons maintained in ſuch Houſe 
or Houſes, and their Apartments, Once 
at leaſt in every Day; and ſhall take care 
that there is no Waſte of Fire, Candles, 


or Proviſions ; and ſhall ſee that the Fires 


and Candles are put out at the Hours 


fixed for ſuch Perſons going to Bed, 


which ſhall be between Michael 
mas and Lady-day, and. between 
Lady-day and Michaelmas.—And that if 
any Irregularity or Diſorder thall be com- 
mitted by any ſuch poor Perſon, the Go- 
vernor mall complain thereof to the Vi- 


ſitor 


1 & 1 


ſitor of ſuch Houſe, Who is hereby au- 
thoriſed to adjuſt and regulate the ſame 
in ſuch Manner as he ſhall think ſit, and 
to order the Offender to be puniſhed by 
| Confinement, or Alteration of Diet, as 
he ſhall judge moſt proper. 

8. That when any Perſon ſhall die in 
the Houle, the Governor ſhall take care 
that ſuch Perſon 1s decently buried ; and 
alſo take care of the Clothes and Goods 
of ſuch Perſon, and deliver them to the 

Churchwarden or Overſeer of the Poor 
of the Pariſh or Place to which ſuch Per- 
fon did belong, who is to pay the Charges = 
of the Funeral of ſuch poor Perſn. 
That no Perſon be permitted to 
come into ſuch Houſe or Houles, except 
the Perſons maintained and employed 
there, without the Permiſſion of the Go- 
vernor ; and that no Spirituous Ligquors 
be permitted to be drank in ſuch Houſe 
or Houſes; and that no other Liquors 
ſhall be brought thither, without the 
Permiſſion of the Governor. 

10. That the Rules, Orders, and Bye- 
laws, ſhall be publicly read by the Gover- 
nor, to all the poor Perſons kept in ſuch 


Bp Houſe or Houles, Once, at leaſt, in every | 


Three Months. 

11. That all the poor Perſons able to 
go to Church, ſhall go to the Church or 
— 


[ 90 ] 


Chap af of the Pariſh or Place where ſuch 
ane e 1s ſituate, and attend Divine 
Service there every Sunday in the Morn- 
ing and Afternoon. 


3235 
[INTENDED TO BE PROPOSED] 


For amending and rendering more 
etfectual, the Laws in being re- 
" OE to Houſes of Correction. 


7 HEREAS, by an At 3 in Preamble, 
the e Vear of the Reign ens. 5 
of his late Majeſty King James the Firſt, ND 
for the due Execution of divers Laws 

and Statutes theretofore made againſt 
Rogues, Vagabonds, and Sturdy Beg- 
gars, and other lewd and idle Perſons, 
Houſes of Correction are directed to he 
provided in every County, and furniſh- 
ed with all neceflary Mills, and other 
Implements, to ſet the Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, and Sturdy Beggars, and other 
idle and diſorderly Pertons, to work, at 
the Expence of every ſuch County, by 
order of the Juſtices of the Peace at their 
General Quarter Seſſions; who are allo 
to appoint a Governor or Maſter of every 

ſuch 


p N 7 a 4 2 ww ah Rn . s * 1 8 ” h * — - 
N $ ö 7 . X * 8 4 - . 1 1 2 5 » 2 - —_— * 8 © ; * P wi — * 
8 N ea, 0 8 n & 0 SAR Es "EA 3 3 3 Mt = 2 a ITE 23 2 3 — — : 
„ — * . <4 * 1 * . 8 * * 8 * Ar , * "IE . * . 2 * O f * : * 
es * Ws * . * 5 8 — — * 3 1 , 8 3 * 3 4 
— "II. LPS IE 6 PIE * * hs he 2 „ rr e l — a E . : "> mm * 25 _ — — 
* I - < 2 F * %.7 ol FA 7 : R 


= — 2 * 
3 2 9 
— . 


— — = — — © a <4 eo D b a , " F 1 
1 8 2282 . 8 FFF — 1 OE m_ 
b r na „ a” RE IE ES i De” 92 * : : 

2 , — 6 « ba 
We # ; 
„ 


. 
A Þ — ib e _—— FI 
& ee * 


17 Geo. II. 


E 1 


ſuch Houſe of Correction, with Power 


to ſet the ſaid Perſons on work: 
And whereas, by an Act made in the 


Seventeenth Year of the Reign of his 


late Majeſty King George the Second, 
to amend and make more effectual the 


Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, 
and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, 
and to the Houſes of Correction, the 


Juſtices are authorized, upon Preſent- 


ment by the Grand Jury at the Aſſizes, 
that the Houſe of Correction is not ſuf- 
ficient, or properly convenient, by Order 
at their General Quarter Seffions of the 
Peace, to enlarge, or buy or hire a more 


convenient Houle, or to purchaſe Land 


for ſuch Buildings, and for a convenient 
Outlet, and to erect ſuch Houſes, and 
to raiſe upon the County ſuch Sums of 


- Money as ſhall be neceſſary for thoſe 


ö Purpoſes: 


And whereas, by many other Acts of 


Parliament, Perſons are directed to be 
ſent, by Warrants from juſtices of the 
Peace, to the Houſes of Correction, there 
to be kept to hard Labour for a limited 
Him; 


And ha, in many Counties, the 
ſaid Houſes of Correction are inſufficient 
in Number, or deficient in Building, and 


the Apartments in them are very ill ac- 
commodated to the Purpoſes for which 


2. they 


1 93 J 

they were intended; by Means whereof, 
and from a Want of due Order, Regu- 
larity, and Diſcipline in ſuch Houſes of 


Correction, the Perſons ſent thither for 4 
Correction and Reformation frequently 1 


grow more diſſolute and abandoned dur- 
ing their Continuance in ſuch Houſes. _ 


I. For Remedy whereof, Be it Enacted quarter Se. 

| by the KING's Moſt Excellent Ma- fion to nomi- 4 

TESTY, by and with the Advice and Con- 8 agen = 

ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, inſpect the 1 

and Commons, in this preſent Parliament Correction b 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the _ n . 

lame; That the Juſtices of the Peace, =_ 
in every County, Riding, Diviſion, City, — 
Liberty, and Precinct, within England | = 


and Wales, at their reſpective Juarter 
Seſſions of the Peace to be held next af- 
ter Midſummer from the Time of paſſ- 
ing this Act, ſhall, and they are hereby 
required to nominate One or more Juſtice 
or Juſtices of the Peace, within their re- 
ſpective Juriſdictions, whom they ſhall 
think moſt proper, to examine and inſpect 
the ſeveral Houſes of Correction within 
their reſpective Juriſdictions; and the Juſ- 
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| tice or Juſtices ſo to be nominated is and _ | 
are hereby required carefully and diligently in 
to inſpect the ſame, with all convenient 1 
Speed, and to report his or their Opinion 9 
to the juſtices of their reſpective Juriſ- 8 
N at the Michaelmas nr — N 
ions 


To procure 
Plans and 

Eſtimates of 
Buildings, 
Kc. 


N 


ſions then next following, as to the Stitè 
and Condition 'therebf, and the Increafe 
of Number, or Additiofis v2 Alterations 


which they may judge neceffary, to make 


them more convenient and uſeful, have. 


2.0 « 


ing Regard to the claſſing of the ſeveral 
Perſons who ſhall be kept there; accord- 


ing to the Nature of their Crimes, and 
Puniſhments; and to the providing pro- 


per Places for the Employment of ſuch. 


Perſons who are committed for hard La- 
| bour; arid to the keeping every Part of 
ſuch Palons clean and wholeſome ; and 


the ſaid Juſtices fo to be nominated, are 


hereby required to employ proper an a 


dilful Workmen to make Plans and 
Eftimates of new Buildings, or the Ad- 
ditions or Alterations which they ſhall 


think neceſſary in the preſent Buildings, 


to make them anſwer the ſeveral Pur- 
poſes of this Act; which Plans, together 


with the Report of the ſaid Juſtice or 


Juſtices, ſhall be laid before the Court, 
at the {aid Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions; 
which Court is hereby zuthorized and 


egal to conſider the ſame, and, if 
they approve ſuch Plans, to adjourn the 


tiafter Seſſions to a further Day, for 


receiving Propoſals from Perſons inclined 
18 FS s 2 ſuch Work, of which due 
Notice ſhall be publiſhed, and then to 
contract with” ſuck” Perſons whom they 


55 ſhall 


L 95 1 
ſhall think moſt proper to do the ſame, 
or, if they diſapprove ſuch Plans or Eſti- 
mates, to direct ſuch others to be made 
as they ſhall think fit, and adjourn their 
Quarter Seſſions to ſome further Day, 
do receive ſuch new Plans and Eſtimates, Court of 
and alſo Propoſals from Perſons inclined . Seſ⸗ 
to undertake the Work : And the juſ- Contra. © 
tices, in ſettling and adjuſting ſuch Plans, 
are hereby required, to provide ſeparate 
Apartments, for all Perſons committed 
upon Charges of Felony, or convicted of 
any Theft or Larceny, and committed to 
the Houſe of Correction for Puniſhment 
by hard Labour, under or by virtue of 
the Laws in being, in order'to prevent 
any Communication between them and 
the other Priſoners; and alſo proper 
Apartments, covered or open, as ſhall be 
found moſt convenient, for employing 
the ſeveral Perſons who are to be kept 
to hard Labour; and they are alſo to 
provide ſeparate Apartments, i in each Di- 
viſion of the ſaid Houſe of Correction, 
for the Women who ſhall be committed 
thither. 
II. And be it n Enacted, That ch gel. 
as ſoon as ſuch Buildings ſhall be made, or ſion to order 
altered, and completed, aceording to the 5 el 4 
Directions aforeſaid, the Juſtices of the furniſed. 
Peace, at their General Quarter Seſſiolls, 
Mall. orger: them to be tte up and fur- 
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niſhed in kick Manner as to them ſhall 
ſeem fit; and ſhall alfo provide ſuck 


Mills, Looms, Utenſils; and Implements, 


as they ſhall judge proper, for employing 


the ſeveral Perſons who ſhall be com- 


To receive a 
Liſt of Per- 
ſons in Cuſ- 
od. 


mitted to ſuch Houſes of Correction for 
hard Labour; and the ſaid Juſtices ſhall, 
at every General Quarter Seſſions of the 
Peace, call upon the Keeper of ſuch. 
Houſe of Correction, to produce to them 
in Writing a Liſt of the ſeveral Perſons 
then in Cuſtody, with a Deſcription of 


the Offence or Offences, and the Time 


for which every ſuch Perſon was com- 
| mitted; diſtinguiſhing particularly thoſe 
who are directed by the Warrant of Com- 
mitment to be kept to hard Labour, and 
alſo diſtinguiſhing the Age and Sex of 


every ſuch Perſon committed to hard 


| behaved during his or her Conſinement, 


Labour, and in what Trade, Manufac- 
ture, or Buſineſs, every ſuch Perſon hath 
been employed, and what he or ſhe hath 
been moſt accuſtomed to, and is beſt 


qualified for, and how each Perſon has 


according to the beſt of his Information 


of every ſuch Houle of Correction, is 


and Obſervation ; which Liſt the Keeper 


hereby directed to make out and deliver 


to the Chairman of ſuch Court of Quarter 
Seſſions, as ſoon as ſuch Court ſhall be 
aſſembled; and the Court ſhall, before 


8 4 


EW 1] 


the End of that Seſſion, give ſuch Diree- To direct 
tions for the future Employment of the their Em- 
ſaid ſeveral Priſoners, as to them ſhall ? e 
ſeem meet; and the Juſtices ſhall, at their To provide 
| General Quarter Scion of the Peace, Materials. 
from Time to Time, order and direct a 
| ſufficient Quantity of Materials for Ma- 
nufactures; to be provided for the Uſe 
and Employment of the ſeveral Perſons 
| who ſhall be committed to ſuch Houſes 
of Correction, for hard Labour, of ſuch 
Kinds, as they in their Diſcretion ſhall 
think moſt proper, and ſhall employ ſome _ 
fit Perſon to be the Keeper of ſuch 
Houſe of Correction, and may appoint 
a temporary Afliftant, to inſtruct ſuch 
| Priſoners in any Buſineſs, or Branch of 
Manufacture, which the Juſtices ſhall 
think moſt proper to be ſet on Foot, and 
undertaken there. 

III. And be it further Enacted, That Rules and 
the Rules, Orders, and Regulations „ 
cified and contained in the Schedule here- f K 

unto annexed, for the better Rule and Quarter 
Government of the Perſons to be com- Veſlions. 
mitted to the ſaid Houſes of Correction, 
ſhall be duly obſerved and enforced at 
every ſuch Houle of Correction; ſubject — 
nevertheleſs to ſuch Additions, Variations .) 1 
and Alterations, as ſhall from Time to : 
Time be made by the Juſtices of the Peace 
tor the County, Riding, Diviſion, City, 

H 


Town, 
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Tovrn, or Place, wherein ſuch Houſe of 
Correction ſhall be ſituate; at their Quar- 
ter Seſſions which ſhall be held next after 
Midſummer or Michaelmas, and which 
they are hereby authoriſed to make at 
their Diſcretion; and for the Purpoſe of 
having them more generally known, and 
more ſtrictly attended to, the Governors 
or Keepers of every ſuch Houſe of Cor- | 
rection ſhall, and they are hereby re- 
quired, to cauſe the lame to be printed in 
plain legible Characters, and fixed up i 
ſome ON Part of —. fuch 


Priſon. 


Erpences to IV. And, in arder to defray the Ex- 


be raiſed and pences of the ſeveral Matters and Things 
collected as 


the County herein before directed to be done, reſpect- 
Rates are. ing Houſes of Correction, and other EX 


pences neceſſary to the Execution of this 
Act; not herein particularly provided for, 

Be it further Enacted, That the Juſtices 
of the Peace, at ther General Quarter 
Seſſions, may and ſhall cauſe ſuch Sums 
of Money, as ſhall be neceſſary for all or 
any of thoſe Purpoſes, to be raiſed in the 
ſame Manner as Rates are directed to be 
raiſed by an Act, made in the Twelfth 
Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty 


King George the Second, intituled, An 


“ Act for the more eaſy aſſeſſing, col- 
oo long, a and levying of e Rates.“ 


v. And 


Ankrzukic un 
. 
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V. And be it further Enacted, That Preſentments 1 
from and after the paſſing of this Act, 5 Talks { 
the Want of Houſes of Correction, or of Peace, as 4 
the Inſufficiency thereof, may be pre- well a rag 
ſented to the Court of Quarter Seſſions, by Ar. 
a Juſtice of the Peace acting for ſuch Di= *. 
viſion or Diſtrict, on his own View or 
Knowledge thereof; as well as by the 

Grand Jury, purſuant to the Directions 
of the laid Act of the Seventeenth Year 

of the Reign of his late Majeſty, 

VI. And be it further Enacted, That Priſoners 
it ſhall and may be lawful for the Gover- 3 em- 
nor or Keeper of every Houſe of Correc- 8 
tion; and he is hereby directed, to em ploy committed 
all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be Priſoners r. Ls 
therein, and kept and maintained at the 
Expence of the County, Diviſion, or 
Diſtrict wherein ſuch Houſe of Correc- 
tion is ſituate, in ſome Work or Labour 

which is not ſevere; although ſuch Pri- 

ſoner was not, by the Juſtice's Warrant, 
committed to be kept to Labour; and 
every ſuch Governor or Keeper ſhall en- 
ter a ſeparate Account, of the Work done 

by every Perſon under that Deſcription, 

and ſhall account with, and pay to him 
or her, One Half of the neat Money which 

he or ſhe {hall earn. 

VII. And be it further Enacted, That No Gover- 
no Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall de Go- nor of Houſe 

of Correction 

vernor or Reaper. of Any. Houſe of Cor- permitted to 


I 2 rection, ſell Wine, 
Ale, Kc. 
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rection, or who ſhall have any Office or 


Employment, as Aſſiſtant or otherwiſe, 


under ſuch Governor or Keeper of ſuch 
Houle of Correction, ſhall ſell, or be ca- 
pable of being licenſed to ſell, or have 


any Benefit or Advantage whatſoever, 5 


directly or indirectly, from the Sale of 


any Wine, Ale, Beer, Spirituous or 


other Liquors, during the "Time of ſuch 
Employment; and every Perſon offend- 
1ng therein ſhall, on Complaint made 
upon Oath, and Conviction for the ſaid 
Offence, before a Magiſtrate having ſu- 
riſdiction there, forfeit the Sum of Ten 
Pounds, and ſhall be diſmiſſed from his 
Employment as Governor or Keeper, or 
as Aſſiſtant in ſuch Houſe of Correction; 
by Order of the Juſtices, at their next 
General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, 
on Proof being made upon Oath before 
them of the ſaid Offence; and that no 


Wine, Ale, Spirituous or other Liquors, 


ſhall be brought into the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, to be drank there, without the 
Permiſſion of the Governor or Keeper 
thereof; and that the Directions given by 
the ſaid laſt-mentioned Act, for the In- 
ſpection and Controul, by the Juſtices, 
Over the Maſter or Keeper of every ſuch 
_ Houle of Correction, ſhall be ſtrictly ad- 
hered to and enforced ; and every ſuch 
_ Governor and Keeper Puniſhed for his 


Neglect 


V 
Neglect of Duty y, or Miſbehaviour, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the fad Act. 
VIII. And be it further EnaQed, That part of Go. 


the Juſtices of the Peace, in their reſpec- vernor's San 
tive Quarter Seſſions, when they fix the 7 te eri 


from the 
Salary for the Governor or Keeper of Profits on 


the Houſe of Correction, ſhall, and are Labour. 
hereby required to Rimate Ad allow a 

Part of ſuch Salary to be paid by ſome 
Proportion of the neat Profit to be earned 


by the Priſoners confined in ſuch Houſe 

f C orrection, from their Work and 
Labour. 

IX. And be it further Enacted, That Cells for Re- 
the Juſtices of the Peace, in their Gene- bees of 
ral Quarter Seffions, ſhall, and are hereby yropare, 25 
required to provide, in every ſuch Houſe 
of Correction as aforeſaid, ſome ſeparate 

Rooms or Cells, of ſmall Dimenſions; for 

the Reception, [Puniſhment and Refor- 

mation of the more reprobate and diſor- 

derly Perſons who ſhall be committed 
thither; and that the Perſons who ſhall. 

be confined: in ſuch Cells ſhall be kept 

apart from others. 


X. And be it further Enacted *, „That Some juſtice 


the Juſtices of the Peace, at their Mi- to be 2p. 


oiuted Vis | 
chaelmas tor. 


2 The Magiſtrates who undertake the Office of 
Viſitors, will have great Merit; and they will find 
it a very important Part of their Duty to give the 
nereffary Directions to the Governor, to ſeparate 
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chaelmas Quarter Seſſions in every Year, 
ſhall appoint One or more Juſtice or Juſ- 
tices, reſiding within the Limit where 
every ſuch Houſe of Correction ſhall be 
| ſituate, to be the Viſitor or Viſitors there- 


of; who ſhall inſpect the ſame as often 


as it ſhall be neceſſary, in order to fee 
that the Perſons committed thither are 
properly employed, and the Rules and | 
Orders duly obſerved and enforced; and 

ſhall give ſuch Directions, as he or they 
ſhall fad neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; and 


alſo make a Report of the State and Con- 


A Miniſter 


may be ap- 


pointed for 


reading 
Prayers, | 


ditipn in which he or they find the ſame, 
from Time to Time, to the Juſtices of 
the Peace at their General Quarter Seſ- 
1 ſions; and that, from and after the paſſ- 
ing of this Act, no Woman ſhall be ca- 
pable of being appointed Governor or 


Keeper of any Houſe of Correction. 

Xl. And be it further Enacted, That 
the Juſtices of the Peace, at their Gene- 
ral Quarter Seſſions, may, if they think 


fit, appoint a Miniſter of the Church of 
; England, reſiding in or near the Place 
where every ſuch Houſe of Correction 
mall be” lituate, 16 perform Divine Ser- 


—— A 5 q 


———— CK 


and 3 the Priſoners in a proper Mauna, ac- ; 


cording to the Intention and Direction of the Act; 


aud alſo to ſee that thoſe Directions are duly « ob- 


ſerved. 


vice 85 
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vice there, every Sunday, and may ap- 
point ſuch Salary for his Trouble, as they 
ſhall think fit, not exceeding Twenty 


Pounds per Annum; to be paid by the 
Treaſurer of the County, Riding, Divi- 
ſion, or Place where ſuch Houſe ſhall be 
fame out of the County Rates, or other 


Public Money to be collected therein ; 
and the Governor or Keeper of every 


ſuch Houſe of Correction ſhall, and is 


hereby required to call the Priſoners toge- 


ther, by Bell, or otherwiſe, into ſome 
convenient Room within the ſaid Priſon, 
at ſome convenient Hour, in every Day 


whereon no ſuch Miniſter ſhall attend, 


and then and there read to them in a 

diſtinct manner, and with an audible 
voice, Prayers ſelected from the Liturgy 
of the Church of England, to be approved 


by the Miniſter of the Pariſh or Place, 


where every ſuch Houſe of Correction 
ſhall be ſituate; which Prayers ſhall be 
written or printed in a Book to be pro- 


vided by the Treaſurer of the County, 


Diviſion, or Diſtrict, wherein ſuch Houſe ” 


of CorreAtion ſhall . 


XII. And be it further Bus del That 
this Act ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and 


taken to be a Public Act, and ſhall be ju- 


dicially taken Notice of as ſuch by all 
Judges, Juſtices, and others, without the 


lame being ſpecially p eaded. 


H4 2. RULES, 
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Rurrs, Orpzrs, and RecuLa- 
Tors, to be obſerved and en- 
forced at every Houſe of Cor- 
rection provided and eſtabliſhed, 
or to be provided and eftabliſh- 


ed, under the Authority of the I 


Acts of the Seventh Year of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King 
int James the Firſt, the Eventecnth 

of King YE: the Second, and 
he OE Gear ge the 

Third, © Bun 


HAT. the ſeveral Perſons who 
ſhall be committed to the Houſe 

of 8 to be kept to hard Labour, 
| ſhall be employed, unleſs prevented by 
ill Health, every Day during their Con- 
 finement, except Sundays, Chriſtmas 
Day, and Good Friday, for ſo many 
Hom as the Day-light in the different 
Seaſons of the Year will admit, being 
allowed to reſt Half an Hour at Break=- 
faſt, an Hour at Dinner, and Half an 
Hour at Supper; and that the Intervals 
5 . be noticed by the 1 of a Bell. 


ö 2. That 


{03-3 


2. That the Governor of each Houſe 
of Correction ſhall adapt the various 
Employments, which ſhall be directed 
by the Juſtices at their Quarter Seſſions, 
to each Perſon, in ſuch Manner as ſha 1 

be beſt ſuited to his or her Strength and 


Ability, Regard being nad to Age and 

Sex. 

3. That the Males and Females ſhall 
be employed, and ſhall alſo eat, and be 

lodged, in ſeparate Apartments, and ſhall 
have no Intercourſe, or Communication 

| with each other. 


That every Perſon ſo committed, 
hall be ſuſtained with Bread, and any 


coarſe, but wholeſome Food, and Water 
or Small Beer. 

That the Governor, and ſuch other 
| Fee (if any) as ſhall be employed by 
the Juſtices to aſſiſt the Governor; ſhall 
be very watchful and attentive, in ſeeing 
that the Perſons ſo committed, are con- 
ſtantly employed, during the Hours of 
Work; and if any Perſon ſhall be found 
remiſs. or negligent in performing what 
is required to be done by ſuch Perton, to 
the beſt of his or her Power and Ability, 
or ſhall waſte, ſpoil, or damage the Goods 
committed to his or her Care, the Go- 
yernor ſhall puniſh every ſuch Perſon in 
the Manner hereafter directed. 


6. That 


— —— 
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6. That if any Perſon ſo committed 
ſhall refuſe to obey the Orders given by 
the Governor, or ſhall be guilty of pro- 
fane Curſing or Swearing, or of any in- 


decent Behaviour or Expreſſion, or of 


any Aſſault, Quarrel, Or ali Words, 


to or with any other Perſon, he or the 


ſhall be puniſhed for the ſame in the 
Manner hereafter directed. _ 
That the Governor, by the Direc- 


tion of the Viſiting Juſtice, ſhall have 
Power to puniſh the ſeveral Offenders, 
for the Offences herein before deferibed; 
by cloſer Confinement, moderate Whip- 
ping, or Alteration of Diet; z in ſuch Man- 
ner as to him ſhall ſeem juſt, and beſt 
adapted to the Nature of the Offence; 
and ſhall enter in a Book, to be kept by 5 
him for the Inſpection of the juſtices at 
the Quarter Seſſions, and the Viſiting 
Juſtice, the Name of every Perſon who 


ſhall be ſo puniſhed by him, expreſſing 


the Offence, and the Puniſhment in- 
flicted. 


VVV 
[INTENDED TO BE PROPOSED] 


For amending, and rendering more 
eflectual, the ſeveral Laws in 
being relative to Rogues, Va- 
gabonds, Beggars, and other idle 
and diſorderly Perſons. 


W HERE As, by an Act paſſed in 
1 the Seventeenth Year of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Second, intituled, An Act to amend, 
« and make more effectual, the Laws 
relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and 
other idle and diforderly Perſons, and 
“ to Houſes of Correction, certain Of- 
fences are therein deſcribed, and many 
Proviſions are made for apprehending and 
puniſhing the ſaid Rogues, Vagabonds, 
and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, 
and common Beggars, which have not 
bad their due Effect, as but few of ſuch 
w_ —_ Perſons 


cc 
cc 


(c 
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Perſons are apprehended, and many of 


them infeſt the Streets and Highways in 


divers Parts of the Kingdom: 


And whereas many idle or diſorderly 


Perſons, unlawfully depart from the Em- 
ployments and Occupations in which 
they were engaged, and, by commiiting 


Acts of Vagrancy, become Rogues and 


Vagabonds, within the Meaning of the 


laid Act; and many Perſons, who have 


been removed by Paſſes, frequently Wan- 
der about after ſuch Removal, and re- 
turn to the Pariſhes or Places from which 
they were ſo removed, without any Or- 


der or legal Authority for ſo doing; and 


become Rogues and Vagabonds; and 


many notorious Offenders againſt the 


Laws of this Country, frequently ly from 


Juſtice, and conceal themſelves in divers 
Parts of this Kingdom, begging or ex- 
torting Money from the People; com- 
mitting Acts of Vagrancy, and becoming 
Rogues and Vagabonds within the In- 


tent and Conſtruction of the ſaid Act; 


by means of which Practices many Acts 


of Rapine, and Violence are committed, 


Juſices to 


1fue \ 
rants to 1 1 
particular 


Conſtables, 


to the great Terror and Annoyance of 


his Majeſty's Subjects, and the Diſturb- 
ance of the public Peace: _ 


I. For Remedy whereof, andi in order to 
enforce and render the ſaid Act more ef- 


fectual, and to diſcover and bring ſuch 


3 Offenders | 


1 109 :] 
Offenders to Juſtice, Pe it FnaQted by 
the KING's Moſt E:zcellent M LAJESTY, 


by and with the Advice and Conſent of | 


the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 


Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſ— 


ſembled, and by the Authority of the 


lame“ "That it ſhall and may be lawful 


for the Juſtices of the Peace. within their 
reſpective Limits and Jjuriſdictions, on 


or before the Twenty- ninth Day of Sep- 


tember next after the pa Ta of this Acc, 


0 


— 


8 By the 17th Geo. I. "A 5. Sect. 6 the Juſt tices 
were to ifſue their Warrants, for privy Searches, to 
the Conſtables of the Hundred, Pariſhes, &c. within 


their Diviſions four Times in every Year; and at ſuch 


other Times, as, they ſhould receive Information of 


Vagabonds being within their Juriſdiction. Theſe 


Wane have generally been directed to the High 


Conſtables, who have iſſued their Precepts to the 


inferior Conſtables, which weakens the Authority, 
and very little has been done under them, The 


Warrants iſſued at other Times, have ſeldom had 


the good Effects intended; as Magiſtrates, in many 
Places, live at a great Diſtance, and may happen not 


to be at Home when the Complaint comes; by 


which Means the Offenders frequently eſcape Pu- 
niſhment; but, by placing theie Warrants in the 
Hands of the Conſtable, or ſpecial Conſtable, of the 
particular Townſhip, and letting them remain till 
the next Quarter ly Warrant is ilued, the Offendeis 
will be ſeized as ſoon as they appear, and few will 
eſcape. It will be proper for the Juſtices to name 
ſome Perſon or Perſons of reſpectable Character, for 
theſe ſpecial Conſtables, in whoſe Hands the War- 
rants may be ſafely lodged; if the Conſtable him- 
ſelf happens not to vc of that Deſcription. 


and 
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and at Three other Times within that 
Year, and Once in every ſueceeding 


Quarter, and they are hereby required to 


iſſue their Warrants, in the Form or to 
the Effect contained in the Schedule 


| hereunto annexed, to the particular Con- 
ſtables, or other Peace Officers of every 


Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place within ſuch 


Limits, inſtead of iſſuing them to the 
High Conſtables only, as hath bcen the 


Apprehend- 


| ing Rogues, 
85 Vagabonds, 
Kc. | 


Special Con- 


ſtables to be 
added. 


uſual Practice in many Places; and continue 
them in their Hands from Time to Time, 
for the diſcovering and apprehending of 
all Rogues and Vagabonds, and Perſons 


deſeribed as ſuch, by this and the ſaid re- 
cited Act; and the faid Juſtices ſhall, and 


are hereby required, in every ſuch War- 
rant, to add ſome Perſon or Perſons in 


whom they can place Confidence, as Spe- 


cial Conſtables, to aſſiſt the common 
Peace Officers, in the Execution thereof, 


and ſhall take the Examinations of the 


ſaid ſeveral Perſons who ſhall be appre 


| hended by virtue of ſuch Warrants, 6 
ſuch Information and Evidence as ſhall 
be given againſt, or in favour of, them, 


upon Oath; and proceed in ſuch Manner 


as directed by the ſaid Act; except where 


To Caufe 


Examina- 


tions affect. 
ing particu- 


lar Property 


to de printed, 


the ſame ſhall be varied or 1 by this 


Act; and the juſtices ſhall cauſe ſuch of 

the ſaid Examinations, and Informations 
as affect any Perſon or Perſons; whom 
I "they 


[11 1 | 
they ſhall have juſt Cauſe to ſuſp ect, to i 
have an away from their Wives or | | 4 
Children *; or to have deſerted, and run } 
away from his Majeſty's Service, either 
as Soldiers or Mariners; or to have been 
guilty of any Felony, Robbery, or Sher 
atrocious Crime, to be printed, and tranſ- and tran. 
mitted by the Firſt Poſt (free of the Duty mitted to 
of Poſtage), together with the beſt De- de Offices. 
ſcription they can collect and give, of the 
Size, Complexion, and Age of every 
ſuch Perſon ſo ſuſpected, to ſuch Public 
Offices or Places, in London, Weſtmin- 
ſter, and other Parts of this Kingdom, 
as ſhall be appointed, and directed by One 
of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, the Lord High Admiral or Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, or the Se- 
cretary at War for the Time being, and 
notified by them to the Clerk of the 
Peace, or Town Clerk of every County, 
Riding, Diviſion, City, Town, or Place 
holding Courts of Quarter Seſſions within 
this Kingdom; and every ſuch Clerk of 
the Peace or Town Clerk is hereby di- 
rected, after he ſhall have received ſuch 
Notice, forthwith to communicate the 
fame in Writing to every Juſtice of the 
Peace acting within ſuch Limit. 


POL, 


— 


1 This Provifion is new, and will probably tend 
to many uſefu] Diſcoveries, 
II. And 


- Reward of 


TenShillings 
for appre- 
hending, to 
be divided 
between 
juſtices, 
Clerks, and 
Conſtables. 


Cages, or 
Lock-up- 
Houſes, to 
be provided 
in Market 


other con- 
venient Pla- 
ces, | 


Towns, and 
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II. And be it further Enacted, That the 
Reward of Ten Shillings, which by 


the ſaid Act is directed to be paid to 
the Conſtable or other Perſon for ap- 


prehending every Rogue and Vagabond 


thereby deicribed, ſhall be paid and diſ- 


_ tributed, by Order of the Juſtice or 
Juſtices before whom ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons hereinbefore deſcribed ſhall be 


taken, in the Proportions following; 
(that is to ſay) One Moiety thereof to the 
Clerk or Clerks of ſuch Juſtices; for their 
Trouble and Expences in taking, printing, 
and tranſmitting ſuch Examinations, and 


Informations, in Manner hereinbefore di- 
rected; and the other Moiety thereof 
amongſt the Conftables, Special Conſta- 
| bles, and the Perſons who ſhall be em- 
ployed to aſſiſt them, upon that Occa- 


ſion, in ſuch Proportions as the faid 


Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall direct. 


III. And be it further Enacted, That, 


in order to facilitate the Execution of | 


this 


© If this Reward ſhould be thought too gal, it 
0 be increaſed at the County Expence. 
4 This is alſo a new Proviſion to facilitate the 


the Execution of the Law, The Expence of pro- 


viding and maintaining thoſe Houſes, and the Per- 


ſons ſent thither, will, it is apprehended, be paid 
dodut of the 55s. to be depoſited for every Beggar, and 


the Proportion of the Penalties; but, if it ſhould 


not, the Town or Pariſh, it is not doubted, will 


chearſ ully 


E 1] 


- this Act, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
the Juſtices of the Peace, within their 
reſpective Limits and Juriſdictions, and 


they are hereby required to provide, or 


cauſe to be provided, in every Market 
Town, and alſo in ſuch other Towns or 
Places as they ſhall judge proper; within 
their reſpective Juriſdictions, where no 


convenient Place for that Purpoſe ſhall 


be already provided; a Building well 
ſecured by Locks and Bolts, commonly 


called or known by the Name of a Cage 


or Lock-up-houſe, for the Reception and for the ſafe 
ſafe Cuſtody of the Perſons hereinafter Cuſtody oi 
ogues, Va- 
l ; gabonds, &c. 
they can be conveyed to a Magiſtrate, 


| deſcribed, and other Offenders; until 


in order to be examined, and ſent to the 
Houſe of Correction; if they ſhall be 


found proper Objects to be puniſhed 


there; or otherwiſe to be diſpoſed of as the 
Law directs; and the Expences of build- 


ing, providing, renting, or hiring every 
ſuch Houſe or Place, for ſafe Cuſtody, 


' ſhall be paid by the Conſtable of ſuch 


Town or Place ; who ſhall be reimburſed 


his Expences on that Occaſion, by the 
Overſeer of the Poor of ſuch Parith or 
Town, out of the Aſſeſſment to be made 


— " 2 


i chearfully bear the reſt; as it will be of great Uſe 
in preſerving Peace and good Order within the 


Place; and a juſt Account is to be made of the 
Money, by Clauſe VII. 8 
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Beggars to 
be taken up 
by Conſta- | 
| Yet, 


E 


for the Relief, and Employment of the 
Poor within the ſame; and the Conſtable 
of every ſuch Market Town, or other | 
Town, or Place, ſhall have the Care and 
Management thereof, and of the Perſons 
_ who ſhall be committed thither as afore- 
ſaid; and ſhall take out, every ſuch Per- 
ſon who ſhall be brought thither, and 
proceed to convey him or her before 
ſome neighbouring Juſtice of the Peace, 
having Juriſdiction where the Offence 


was committed, within Twenty-four 
Hours, after he or ſhe ſhall have been 
o ſecured; who, after examining the 


Party accuſed, and hearing the Evidence, 
for and againſt him or her, ſhall either 


acquit, or ſend every ſuch Perſon to the 


Houſe of Correction; or otherwiſe diſ- 
poſe of him or her, as to ſuch Juſtice of 
the Peace ſhall ſeem juſt, and agreeable 


to the Directions given by this and the 


ſaid recited Act; and every ſuch Conſta- 
ble ſhall provide neceſlary Food and Re- 


freſhment, for the Perſons ſo put under 


his Care, during the Time they ſhall con- 
tinue in ſuch Houſe, or Place for ſafe 
_ Cuſtody, or be ſo conveyed as aforeſaid. 
IV. And be it further Enacted, That 


af ny Conſtable : » Headborough, or other 


Peace 


— . — 1 " es FRAY " Py dc att. 


— "ROI 5 9 — ** * ? — 3 


- By 17th Geo. II. if any other Perſon, than a 


Conſtabic apprehended a Beggar, he was to take 
him 


FF 


| Peace Officer, ſhall ſee any poor Perſon 
begging, or aſking Alms or Charity, from 
Door to Door; or in any Street or High- 
way, it hall and may be lawiul Tor 
every ſuch Conſtable, Headborough, or 
other Peace Officer, and he is hereby re- or by other 
quired, to apprehend every ſuch Perſon, Perions, Nev 
and convey him or her immediately tO rs bl tg 
ſome Juſtice of the Peace, if any Juſtice ble; 
ſhall reſide near the Place where ſuch Per- 
ſon ſhall be apprehended ; if not, to the 
neareſt Houſe or Place for ſafe Cuſtody 
which ſhall be appointed, and provided 
by the Juſtices of the Peace, puriuant 
to the Directions aforeſaid ; where every 
ſuch Perſon ſhall be received, and ſhall 
remain in Cuſtody, till he or ſhe can 
be conveyed to ſome Juſtice of the Peace whois to 
to be examined, and puniſhed as herein oven wn ho: 
directed; and if any Perſon or Perſons, yg ooh -” 
not being a Conſtable or Peace Officer, 41 
hall ſee any ſuch Beggar fo offending; it ” N 
ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Perſon "| 
or Perſons, to apprehend ſuch Offender, == 
and convey him or her to the Conſtable il 
or other Peace Officer, of the Place where — 


him before a Juſtice of Peace, which occaſioned 
much Trouble, and deterred many from interfering; _ 
but by the Alteration in this Bill, they are either to 4 
apprehend them, and deliver them to the Conſtable, a 
or to inform the Conſtable of them, who is to take : 
them before a Juſtice ; and if he neglects his Duty, I 
he 1s to forfeit 51. by Clauſe VI. 


I 2 ſuch If 
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ſuch Beggar ſhall be ſo found and appre- 


hended; or ſhall inform ſuch Conſtable, 


or other Peace Officer thereof, who ſhall 


forthwith take and convey bim or her to 


ſome Juſtice of the Peace, or to ſome 


_ Houſe for fate Cuſtody, as the Cireum- 
| ſtances of the Caſe ſhall require, accord- 


ing to the Directions aforeſaid ; which 
Juſtice of the Peace, on having ſuch 


Beggar before him, ſhall enquire into the 


who may 


commit him 


to the Houſe 
of Correc- 
; tion. | 


Circumſtances of the Cate, and receive 


Information upon the Oath of the Perſon | 


who apprehended ſuch Offender, who is 
hereby required to attend ſuch Juſtice ; 
and if the Juſtice of Peace ſhall find the 


Complaint and Information to be true, he 


| ſhall convict fuch Offender, and commit 
him or her to the Houſe of Correction, 4 


| there to be kept to hard Labour, for any 


The Conſta- 
ble of the 
Plwbace to have 
the Care of 


the Lock- up- 


: Houſe. 


Time not exceeding Two Months, nor 


leſs than One Month : And the Conſtable 


or other Peace Officer of every ſuch Mar- 


ket Town, or other Town, or Place, 


where ſuch Houte or Building for ſafe 
Cuſtody fhall be provided, mall, and is 


hereby required to receive every Perſon 


ſo to be brought thither, and proceed to 


eonvey him or her, within the Space of 


I wenty- four Hours, to ſome Juſtice of 
the Peace, having Juriſdiction to act there- 


Five Shit- 
lings to be 


paid with 


in, according to the Direction of this and 


the ſaid recited Act: And every Con- 
able, Headborough, or other Peace Of- 


ficer, 
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5 Geer, who ſhall conve 7 any Perſon or each Perſon 
Perſons to ſuch Houle or Place for ſafe put 5 5 * 
Cuſtody, ſhall pay to the Conſtable hav- n 
ing the Care and Management thereof, Expences, 
the Sum of Five Shillings, for every Per- Shs 
ſon ſo delivered there, on Account of his 
or her Maintenance therein, and of the 
Expence of conveying him or her to ſuch 
Juſtice; and afterwards to the Houſe of 
Correction, if he or ſhe ſhall be ſent thi- 
ther, and the Surplus (if any) ſhall be 
applied towards defraying the Expences 
of building, repairing, renting, or hiring 
ſuch Houle or Place; and the Conſtable 
of the Pariſh or Place where the ſame _ 
hall be provided, ſhall account for the 
Money received, and the Expences fo 
paid, to the Pariſh or Place whereof 
he is Conſtable, Headborough, or other 
Peace Officer, and verify the ſame upon 
Oath, before a Juſtice of the Peace, as 
hereafter direed ; and every Conſtable, 
or other Perſon, apprehending any Beggar 
as aforeſaid, thall for every Perſon ſo ap- 
| prehended, receive a Reward of Five Shil- 
lings, in the Manner directed oy the ſaid 
recited Act. 
V. And be it further Enacted f That Notices to 


in or der to render theſe Proviſions more be fixed up 
of the Names 


—— - and Places f 


oF T his 8 is new, 7 it is thought will Abode of 
contribute greatly to the Execution of the Act; every Con- 
not only by deterring, but detecting Beggars, when gable, 


they appear. 
e 4 eſfectual, 
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| Fend for 


pulling down 


Or defacing 
the Notices 


F 
elfectual, the Juſtices of the Peace, within 
their reſpective Juriſdictions, ſhall caule 
to be fixed, from Time to Time, at every 


Toll Gate on the Turnpike Roads, and 
at ſuch public and conſpicuous Places, on 
public Roads and Highways; and alſo in 


ſuch Parts of all Cities, Towns, and Vil- 


lages, as they ſhall think moſt proper, 


painted on a Board, in plain legible Cha- 
racters, the Name and Place of Abode of 
the Conſtable, Headborough, or other 


Peace Officer of the City, Town, Pariſh, 
Townſhip, or Place, where ſuch Notice 
ſhall be fixed; and order the Expences of 


providing ind fixing the ſame, to be paid 


by the Treaſurer of the County, Riding, 

Divifion, City, Town, or Place, within 
which ſuch Inſcription ſhall be put up; 

who ſhall, on the Production of ſuch 


Onder, from any ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, 
immediately pay the ſame, and charge it 
in his Accounts; and if any Perſon ſhall 

pull down, deface, or deſtroy any Board, 
or Inſcription to be ſo fixed up as afore- 
ſaid; or ſhall be adviſing, aiding, or 


. aſſiſting therein, the Perſon ſo offending, 
ſhall for every ek Offence, forfeit a Sum 
not exceeding Forty Shillings, nor leſs 
than Ten Shillings, at the Diſcretion of 
the Juſtice of the Peace before whom 


._ Conſtable, 


for every - 


Neglect of 


ſuch Offender ſhall be convicted. _ 
VI. And be it further Enacted, That 
every Conſtable, bee or other 

Peace 


E206) 1 


Peace Officer, ſhall, for every Neglect of Duty, forfeits 


Five Pounds, 


Duty in the ers Matters hereby re- 
quired to be done by him, forfeit a Sum 


not exceeding Five Pounds, nor leſs than 
Forty Shillings, at the Diſcretion of the 
Juſtice before whom he ſhall be con- 


_ victed of ſuch Neglect; to be levied by 
Diſtreſs and Sale of his Goods and Chat- 


tels, by Warrant from a Juſtice of the 
Peace, after due Summons, and Demand 


thereof firſt made; One Half of which 
Forfeiture ſhall be paid to the Informer ; 


One Fourth Part thereof to the Conſtable 
of the Pariſh, or Place where the Houſe for 


ſafe Cuſtody ſhall be provided, neareſt to 


the Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place where the 


| Conſtable ſhall reſide, who ſhall incur ſuch 
ST Forfeiture; to be applied towards the Ex- 
pences of building, repairing, hiring, or 
renting ſuch Houſe, and defraying the 


Expences of the ſeveral Perſons ſent thi- 
ther; and the remaining Fourth Part 


thereof, to the Treaſurer of the County, 


Riding, Diviſion, City, Town, or Place, 


wherein the Conſtable ſo offending (hall 


reſide; to be applied in defraying the 
ſeveral Expences required to be paid by 
him, in the Execution of this Act. 


VII. And be it further Enacted, That Conſtable to 


account for 
the Money 
he receives. 


the Conſtable of every Pariſh, Townſhip, 
or Place, where ſuch Houle for ſafe Cuſ- 
tody ſhall Le provided, {hall annually, 
I 4 within 
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of Beggars, 
for a ſecond 
Offence. 


Puniſhment 


within One Month after the Expiration 


of his Office, lay before One of the Juſ- 
| tices of the Peace, of the County, Riding, 


or Diviſion, wherein ſuch Houſe ſhall be 
ſituate, a juſt and fair Account in Writ- 
ing, upon Oath, of all the Money re- 


ceived and paid by him, on Account of 
ſuch Houſe, and of the Perſons who ſhall 
be apprehended and ſent thither as afore- 
aid; "which Juſtice ſhall, if he approves 


thereof, allow the ſaid Account, and ſig- 


nify the ſame under his Hand, for the 


Satisfaction of the Inhabitant of the Pa- 


riſh or Place where ſuch Houſe ſhall be 


ſituate; and if he diſapproves thereof, 


ſhall lig gnify the Cauſes of ſuch Diſappro- 
bation, to One of the Churchwardens or 
. of the Poor of ſuch Pariſh or 


Place, to be laid before the Inhabitants, | 
and conſidered at a Veſtry Meeting. 

VIII. And be it further Enacted *, That 
if any ſuch common Beggar ſhall commit 
a Second Offence of the like Sort, after 


h aving been convicted of the formed Of- 


| fence in Manner aforeſaid, he or the ſhall, 


upon Conviction for ſuch Second Offence, 
be committed to the Houſe of Correction, 
f ras aaokns a adbrak 


ͤ— 


2 


a 


g Theſe increaſed Puniſhments, for a ſecond id 


| third Offence, and the Entries to be made of the 


: Copyictiorſs, are new. 


Labour, 


{Tax - | 
Labour, for any Time not exceeding Foui 
Months, nor leſs than Two Months, at 
the Diſcretion of the Juſtice by whom 
ſuch Conviction ſhall be made; and if Ditto for 
any Male Perſon, who hath been Twice Ae Of 
convicted for ſuch Offence, ſhall commit 
a Third Offence of the like Sort, and be 
thereof, in like Manner, convicted, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the Juſtices of the 
Peace, at their General Quarter Seſſions, 
upon due Proof of the faid ſeveral Con- 
victions, to order and adjudge ſuch Per- 
ſon to be ſent, with the Approbation, and 
under the Direction, of his Majeſty's Se- 
cretary at War for the Time being, upon 
Application made for that Purpoſe, by the 
Chairman of the ſaid Court of Quarter 
Seſſion; to ſome Garriſon, Fort, or Place, 
there to be employed as a Soldier, or in 
any other Manner in which he can, in 
the Judgment of the Governor or pre- 
i; ding Officer of ſuch Garriſon, Fort, or 
Place, be moſt ſerviceable, during his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure; or in Default of ſuch 1 
Approbation; ithin One Month after [ 
that Avplication made, to be tranſported | 
to any Part beyond the Seas, for the 0 
Term of Seven Years, purſuant to the 
Direction of the Act, made in the Nine- j 
_teenth Year of the Reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, intituled,“ An Act for further 
2 continuing, for a limited Time, an 


6 | LO" AQ, | 
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« AR, made in the Sixteenth Year of the 


* 


« 


| Reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
« An Act to authoriſe, for a limited 
„Time, the Puniſhment, by hard La- 
* bour, of Offenders, who for certain 
15 Crime 3 are or ſhall become liable to be 
( tranſported to any of his Majeſty's Co- 
„ lonies and Plantations;” and if any 
_ Perſon incapable of doing Service in ſuch 
Garriſon, Fort, or Place, be convicted of 
ſuch Third Offence, he or ſhe ſhall be 
committed to the Houſe of Correction, 
there to be kept to hard Labour, for any 
Time not exceeding Twelve Months, nor 
| Teſs than Six Months, at the Diſcretion 
of {ach Juſtices; and every Conviction 
to be made againſt any Perſon for begg- 
ng, ſhall be entered, by the Clerk of the 
* Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall convict 
every ſueh Offender, in a Book to be 
kept for that Purpoſe, ſpecifying the 
Name. and a Deſcription of the Size, 
Complexion, and Age of every Perton ſo 
convicted; and ſhall deliver a Copy there- 
of to the Clerk of the Peace, or Town 
Clerk, within every ſuch Juriſdiction, at 
the Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions in every 
Year; for which he ſhall receive from the 
Treaſurer of that Diſtrict, the Sum of One 
Shilling, for every Conviction ; who ſhall 
be allowed the fame in his Accounts. 


Ex 


IX. And 
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IX. And be it further Enacted ", That Perſons af. 
flicted with 


violent Sick- 
of the Peace, before whom any Perſon ſo nc; or In- 


if it ſhall appear to the Juſtice, or Juſtices 


0 be apprehended by the Juſtices War- 


rant, or for begging, as aforeſaid, upon 


ſon, that he or ſhe is affficted with any 
violent Sickneſs or Inſirmity; it ſhall and 
may be lawful for ſuch Juſtice, to order 
the Churchwarden, or Overſeer of the 
Poor of the Parith or Place, where ſuch 
Perſon was found, to relieve and provide 


for ſuch Perſon, and receive the Expences 
attending the ſame; According to the Di- 
rections of an Act paſſed in this Seſſion 


of Parliament, for the better Relief and 
Employment of the Poor. 


X. And whereas, by the ſaid Act of The Abufes 
the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of his about Paſſes 


late Majeſty ', certain Deſcriptions of 


Perſons therein mentioned, are termed 


Rogues and Vagabonds, and are directed 
to be conveyed, by Paſſes, to the Places of 
their Settlement, or otherwiſe, in the 


Manner therein mentioned; and the Sum 


of Ten Shillings is thereby directed to be 


— —_ — 


* 


This is new; and the Laws would be ver 
defective, if ſuitable Proviſion was not made for 


| theſe diſtreſſed Objects. It will be found in the 19th 


Clauſe of the Bill referred to. 
ii Thijs Clauſe ſtates the Alteration between the 
old and new intended Law. 
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firmity, how 
to be treated 


when appre- 
5 . and Inſpection of lick Per- hended. 
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allowed to every Conſtable, or other Per- 
ſon who ſhall apprehend ſuch Rogue or 
Vagabond ; and all Perſons ſo appre- 
| hended, are by the ſaid Act to be publicly 
whipped, or ſent to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, and afterwards conveyed by Paſs, 


in Manner and to the Places aforeſaid ; 
which Puniſhment of Whipping, extends 


to all Perſons fo apprehended, without 
Diſtinction, of Age, or Sex, Health, or 
Sickneſs; and has, on that Ateount, in- 
duced many Magiſtrates, entirely to omit 
it; whereby the good Proviſions of the 
12 id AQ, are either exerciſed with too 


great Severity, or too much relaxed: 
And whereas Pariſh Officers, and other ; 
Perſons, in order to obtain the ſaid Re- 


Ward bf Ten Shillings, and to fave the 
| Expences of removing poor Perſons by 
Order, frequently perſuade them to com- 
mit Acts of Vagrancy, by Begging; and 
then procure them to be removed by 
Paſſes, at the Expence of the ſeveral 
Counties, through which they are to be 


conveyed, which greatly increaſes the 


5 County Rates, and is a manifeſt Fraud 
upon the Public: To remedy which 
' Abuſes and Thc e en and to ren- _ 
der the ſaid Act more elfectual, Be it 
Enacted, That, from and after the Twen- 


ty-minth Day of September next after the 


paſſing of this Act, no Perſon or Perſons 
| ſhall 
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{hall be conveyed by Pals, from one Place 
to another within this Kingdom, but ſuch 
as are Rogues and Vagabonds, within the 
Deſcription, and true Meaning of the ſaid 
recited Act, and of this Act; and that 
no Woman, or young Perſon, under the 
Age of Seven Years; or any Perſon af- 
flicted with ſevere Sickneſs or Infirmity 
of Body, ſhall be whipped before he or 
the hall be conveyed by Paſs; and every 
Pariſh Officer, or other Perſon who ſhall. 
convey, Or cults to be conveyed, any 
Perſon or Perſons by Pais; contrary to 
the true Intent and Meaning of this AQ, 
or who ſhall be adviſing, aiding, or aſ- 
fiſting therein; or who ſhall uſe any 
Means or Endeavours to induce any poor 
Perſon, or Perſons to commit an Act of 
Vagrancy, and become a Rogue or Va- 
gabond, under the Deſcription of the ſaid 
recited Act, or of this Act, ſhall, for 
every ſuch Offence, forfeit a Sum, not 
excceding Five Pounds, nor leſs than 


Forty Shillings. 


XI. And whereas it would be a great Teflinioutals 


| Relief to the Poor *, and contribute muc 


h introduced, 
inſtead of 


to Peace and good Order, and to the Ste, Hoi 

Welfare 20d. A Eraperien of this Country: for the Con- 
| venience of 

3 — — Labourer 


and others 
k The e in this, and in the ach. 1 3th who e 


and 14th Clauſes are new; and fully explained Work: 


in the me Obſervations > the bill, 


if 
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if Labourers, and other poor Perſons, who 
cannot get Employment in the Pariſhes 
or Places to which they belong, were 
permitted, by ſome proper Authority, to 


purſue their Occupations, and ſeek Em- 
 ployment in other Pariſhes and Places; 
under proper Regulations and Reſtric- 
tions; Be it therefore further Enacted, 


That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Miniſter, and One of the Churchwardens, 


or Overſeers of the Poor of any Pariſh 
or Townſhip, to which ſuch Labourers or 


other poor Perſons belong ; and they are 


hereby required, to give a Teſtimonial, 
in the Form preſcribed in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, or to that Effect, to 
any ſuch Labourer, or poor Perſon ap- 
plying for the ſame, ſpecifying his or her 
Name, Occupation, and Place of Abode, 
or Settlement; which Perſon, obtaining 


ſuch Teſtimonial, ſhall be permitted, with- 


out Interruption, to travel from ſuch 
Place to ſuch other Place, or Places as ſhall. 
be therein deſcribed ; not exceeding the 
Diſtance, to be deſcribed and allowed in 
ſuch Teſtimonial, from the Pariſh or Place 
from whence ſuch Teſtimonial is -given, 
in order to work in his or her Buſineſs, or 
Occupation; and alſo to return from the 
ſame, within the Time to be ſo limited; 
and the faid Teſtimonial ſhall alſo ex 
preſs, the Time he or ſhe ſhall be permit- 
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ted to be abſent from ſuck Place of Set- 
tlement, or Abode; not exceeding One 
ear; and if any Perſon obtaining a 
Teſtimonial, under the Authority of this 
AQ, ſhall exceed the Bounds ſo to be pre- 

: ſcribed, or ſtay beyond the Time limited 

1n ſuch Teftimonial ; or if any Soldier 
travelling with a Certificate or Furlow; 
or any Mariner, or Sea-faring Man, tra- 
velling with a Licence, or Teſtimonial, 

_ deſcribing the Place from which he came, 
and to which he is going, and the Route 
he is to take, and the Time he is allowed 
for his Abſence; or for performing his 
Journey, ſhall be found to have departed 


from the Courſe directed, or to have been 


longer upon his Journey than the Time 


allowed for that Purpoſe; every ſuch Per- To be; appre- 


ended as 


ſon reſpectively, ſhall be deemed and con- Vagabonds if 
ſidered as a Rogue and Vagabond, within they exceed 

the Meaning and Intention of the faid a a ren 
recited Act, and of this Act; and ſhall be the Time al. 
apprehended, convicted, and puniſhed lowed. 
as ſuch, in the Manner directed by „ 

{aid Acts. 
XII. Provided erer hel and he 1 it Teflimonials 
further Enacted, That the Teſtimonial fo e 
to be given by the Miniſter, Church- 
wardens, or Overſeers as aforeſaid, ſhall 
only be conſidered, as a temporary Ex- 
pedient, toprocure Employment, and Sub- 


hſtence, for the Perſon or Perſons receiv- 
Ant 
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ing the ſame, his or her Family; but 
ſhall in no Degree affect his, her, or their 
Settlement. 


Teſtimonials XIII. Provided alſo, ini . it further 
N Enacted, That when any ſuch Teſtimo- 


be confined to monial mall be given, to any Perſon, or 
ſome neigh- 
bouring Pa- 


ſuch itinerant Trade or Occupations; he 
and they ſhall be confined by ſuch 'Teſti- 
monial, to the Circle of ſome neighbour- 


ing Pariſhes, or Places, to be there ein de- 


ſeribed ; and an Entry ſhall be made of 


every Teſtimonial, to be granted by virtue 


of this Act, in a Bock to be kept for that 


Purpoſe, in every Pariſh or Place where 
the fame ſhall be granted; in the Form 
or to the Effect contained in the ſaid 
Schedule; and there ſhall be paid to the 
Churchwarden or Overſeer ſigning ſuch 


Teſtimonial, the Sum of Six Pence, for 


making the ſame, and no more; and in 


Default of making ſuch Entry, every 


ſuch C hurchwarden, or Overſeer ſhall for- 


feit and pay the Sum of Ten Shillings. 
XIV. And be it further EnaQed, That 
when poor Perſons ſhall come from Scot- 
land, or Ireland in order to work as La- 
Demmer at Harveſt, or in any other par- 


ticular Branch of Bulineſs, they ſhall, 


and are hereby required, betore they pro- 
ceed 


Perſons, exerciſing any Trade, or Occu- 
riſnes. pation, by travelling about, from Place to 
5 Place, for the Purpoſe of carrying on 


1 99 1 
ceed; from the Firſt Pariſh, or Place at 
which they ſhall arrive in England, take 
from the Miniſter, and One of the 


Churchwardens or Overſeers of ſuch Pa- 
riſh or Place, a Teſtimonial of the like 


Import as herein before mentioned; and 
in the Form or to the Effect mentioned 
in the ſaid Schedule, deſcribing their Oc- 
cupations, and Places of Settlement, or Re- 
ſidence in Scotland, or Ireland, as the 
Caſe ſhall be; and alſo the Places, or Parts 
of the Country, in which they deſire to 
travel, for the Purpoſe of purſuing their 


ſaid Occupations; ; and limiting the Time 


of their Return, to the Country from 
 Whence they came; and the ſaid Mini- 
ſters, Churchwardens, and Overſeers 

ſhall, and are hereby required, to ſign 
every ſuch Teſtimonial, on Application 


made by ſuch Perſon or Perſons for that 


Purpoſe, who ſhall pay ſuch Sum for the 


ſame as herein before expreſſed ; and 
every Churchwarden, and Overſeer ſign- 


ang the ſame, {hall make an Entry thereot, 


in Manner, and under the Penalty herein 


before mentioned; and every ſuch Per- 


fon who ſhall exceed the Bounds of the 
Places ſo deſcribed, or continue beyond 
the Time limited by ſuch Teſtimo- 
nial, ſhall be apprehended, and pu- 
niſhed for the ſaid Offence, as a Vaga- 
K 8 


1 % 


bond, according to the Directions of this 
and the ſaid recited Ac. | 


if juſt Cauſe XV. And be it further Enacted, That 


roy the Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, Tolore 


for the Devi- whom any ſuch Perſon herein before de- 
ation or Pes ſeribed, having a Teſtimonial, ſhall be 
remore by taken, ſhall inquire into and conſider the 
Paſs inſtead Circumſtances, and Situation of every ſuch 
aug dhe Of. Perſon, at the Time ſuch Offence was 
fender. committed; and if he ſhall find, upon 
due Proof, thereof upon Oath, that 1 
ſame was not wilful or voluntary; but 
that he or ſhe was in ſome Degree im- 
pelled by Neceſſity to ſuch Tranſgreſſion, 
it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Juſtice 
or Juſtices, inſtead of inflicting the Pu- 
niſhment, directed by the ſaid Acts, to 
remove ſuch Perſon by Paſs, in the Man- 
ner thereby directed, to the Pariſh, Town- 
ſhip, or Place by which ſuch Teſtimo- : 
nial was given; and the Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor, ſhall, and are 
hereby required, to receive every ſuch 
Perſon, as an Inhabitant there; under the 
like Circumſtances he or ſhe was, at the 
Time of giving ſuch Teſtimonial, 
The Penalties | XVI. And be it further Enacted, That | 
ng racy by the ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures, and Pu- 
| elrended to niſhments, inflicted by the ſaid recited 
the like Of. Act, againſt ' Perſons for kindering or 


fences under 


rn gs ee obſtrucking the Execution of the faid 
to Teftimo- Act, or receiving any Offender, or 


counter- 


. T7 
counterfeiting or altering Certificates, or 
for becoming incorrigible Rogues, ſhall be 
extended, in all Reſpects, to the like Of- 
fenders againſt the Proviſions of this Act; 
and alſo to all Perſons counterfeiting, 
altering, or obliterating any Teſtimonial 
hereby authoriſed and directed to be gi- 
ven, as well as Certificates under the ſaid 
' recited Act, and ſhall be recovered and 


applied in the Manner directed by the 5 


laid Act; and that if any Perſon ſhall 
; knowingly permit or ſuffer any Rogue, 
Vagabond, or incorrigible Rogue, within 


the Meaning of this or the ſaid recited 


Act, to lodge or take Shelter, or be ſuſ- 
 _ tained, in his or her Houſe, Barn, or 
other Out- houſe or Building, and ſhall 
not apprehend and carry him or her be- 
fore ſome Juſtice of the Peace, or give 
Notice to, fome Conſtable or other Peace 
Officer, fo to do, every ſuch Perſon, being 
thereof convicted in the Manner direct- 
ed by the ſaid recited Act, ſhall forfeit a 
Sum not exceeding Five Pounds, nor 
leſs than Fifty Shillings; and in caſe the 
Perſon- ſo convicted thall keep a Public 
Houſe, licenſed for ſelling of Wine, Ale, 
or other Liquors, he or ſhe ſhall for every 
ſuch Offence forfeit his or her Licence 
for keeping ſuch Houſe, and ſelling ſuch 
Liquors, and ſhall be incapable of fol- 
lowing ſuch Buſineſs, or having his or 
Vÿ!ß!n her 
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Joe: Licence renewed, within the Year . 
next enſuing. 


XVII. And be it burtket Enacted, 
That all Penalties and Forfeitures, in- 


flicted by this Act ſhall, in Default of 


Payment, after due Sand 0 and De- 
mand made, be levied by Diſtreſs and 
Sale of the Offenders Goods and Chattels; 
by virtue of a Warrant under the Hand 


and Seal of any Juſtice: of the Peace 
having Juriſdiction where ſuch Offender 


ſhall dwell, rendering to the ſaid Offender 
the Overplus, if any, after the Charges 


of ſuch Diſtreſs and Sale ſhall be de- 
ducted; and if ſufficient Diſtreſs ſhall not 


be found, then, and in every ſuch Caſe, 


it ſhall and may be lawful to and. for any 


luch Juſtice of the Peace, to commit ſuch 
Ottender, to the Common Gaol or Houſes 
of Correction, there to remain without 
Bail or Mlainprize, for any Space of Time 


not exceeding Two Months, nor leſs 


than One Month; and chat every. ſuch 
penalty and Forfeiture, when recovered, 
ſhall be paid, where not otherwife di- 


recled by this Acc, ir Manner following; 


(that is to ay) One Moiety to the In- 
former, and the other NMoiety thereof to 


the Treaſurer of the County, Diviſion, 


or Diſtrict, wherein the Perſon reſided, 

who mende uch Penalty or Forfeimire: w 
to be employed | in diſcharging ſeveral Ex- 
5 1 pences 


L 3 
pences to be paid by ſuch Treaſure cr, un- 
der the Authority of the ſaid recited AQ, 
and of this Act. ” 
XVI. And be it farther Enacted by Appeal given. 
the Authority aforeſaid, That any Per- to the Quar- 
ſons aggrieved by any Act of any ae,, 
or Juſtices of the Peace, out of Seſſions, 
in or concerning the Execution of this 
Act, may appcal to the next General or 
Quarter Seſſions of the County, Riding, 
Liberty, or Diviſion, giving reaſonable 
Notice thercof; whoſe Order thereupon 
ſhall be final. 
XIX. And be it further Enacted, That a public AQ, 
this Act, and every Thing herein con- 
tained, ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and 
taken to be a Public AQ, and ſhall be 
Judicially taken Notice of as ſuch by all 
Judges, Juſtices, and other Perſons whom- 


ſoever, without ſpecially pleading the 
ſame. 
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FORMS of PROCEEDINGS 


referred to by the Bill. 


Form of the T's5TIMONIAL. re- 


ferred to. 


JE, A. B. Miniſter of the Pariſh 


ef in the County of 
and C. D. Churchwar- 
Jo (or) Overſeer of the Poor (as the Caſe 
ſhall be) of the ſaid Pariſh, (or) of the 
Townſhip ß within the ſaid 
Pariſh (as the Caſe ſhall be) do hereby 
teſtify, that E. F. (ſpecifying his Occupa- 
tion) hath a Settlement (or) an Habita- 
tion and Abode (if the Settlement is 
doubtful) in the ſaid Pariſh (or) Town- 
ſhip (as the Caſe ſhall be) and hath a 
Dwelling-houſe there, (if the Fact is ſo) 
and hath left a Wife and Children there, 


&c. (as the Caſe ſhall be) and not having 


_ ſufficient Employment | in the ſaid Parith 


(or) Townthip, &c. is deſirous to procure 


Work 1 in his ſaid Occupation at or near 
in the County or Counties 
8 and (or to go 

trem Home, to ſeek Work within the 
3 County 


Cc 


1 1 
county or Counties f and 
not being above 
Miles from the ſaid Place of his Abode, 
(or) within the Pariſhes and Places 91 5 


e e e near the ſaid Place 
of his Abode (as the Caſe ſhall be) 
and to return within Months 


from the Date hereof; hath entreated us 
to give him (or her, as the Caſe ſhall be) 
our Teſtimonial for ſo doing; and we, 
knowing the Truth of the Premiſes, and 
being ſatisſied of the good Intentions of 
the ſaid E. F. do hereby bear Witneſs to 
the ſame, and do give unto the ſaid E. F. 
Free Liberty and Authority to travel, 

without Interruption, to and from the | 

Places, within the Limits, and upon the 
Occaſions, aforeſaid, for the better Ex- 
erciſe of his or her Occupation, for the 

Space of Months from the Date 
hereof, according to the Powers given to 
us, by an AQ paſſed in the Year 
of the Reign of his Majeſty King George 
the Third. Given under our Hands, chis 
A: . y 


_. Form | 
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Fou of the Rur to be made 


of every Teſtimonial to be given 
by the Miniſter and Chorchwar- 
den, or Overſeer of the Poor, of 
every Pariſh and Place, purſuant | 
to the Direction of the faid Act, 
to be entered in a Book to be 
provided for that Purpoſe, c- 
cording to the Directions of the 
laid Act. 


TEMORANDUM, that a Teſtimo- 
nial was given this Day of" 
by A. B. Miniſter, and C. D. 
n (or) Overſeer (as the Caſe 
ſhall be) of the Pariſh (or) Townſhip (as 
the Caſe all V' 
County of F of 
in the laid Pariſh (or) Townſhip of 
| [ſpecifying his or her Occupation] per- 
mitting him or her to travel into the 
Counties of and "Or 
within the Pariſhes of and to 
follow his (or) her Buſineſs or Employ- 7 


ment ok and to return in 


Months. 


FORM 


1 7 1 


FoRu of the WARRANT to Karoli 
for and apprehend Vagrants. 


County of 12 the Conſtable of 
in the ſaid County, 
and alſo to A. B. C. D. 
and E. F. (the Perſons to 
be named as Special Con- 


tables. 3 


HER EAS divers evil-diſpoſed 
W Perſons, are going about and wan- 
dering abroad, as Gatherers or Collectors 
of Money; or as Beggars, under various 
falſe Pretences, without legal Authority; 
or as Fencers or Bear Wards; or as Play- 
ers of Interludes or Actors of Plays, or 
Entertainments on the Stage, not being 
authoriſed by Law; or as Minſtrels or 
Jugglers; or as Gypſies; or as Petty 
Chapmen and Pedlars, not being duly li- 
cenſed; or to play or bett at unlawful 
| Games or Plays; and many Perſons are 
| going and wandering about, having left 
their Wives or Children, chargeable to the 
Pariſhes or Places to which they be- 
| longed; or having deſerted from his Ma- 
jeſty's Army, or Navy; or having returned 
from the Places to which they were re- 
? moved by Paſſes, without any legal . 


5 „„ thor V 
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thority; or having fled from Tuſtice for 
Crimes which they have committed; and 
the ſaid ſeveral Perſons before deſcribed, 
4 frequently lodge in Alehoules, Barns, 
Out-houſes, or in the open Air; not giving 
a good Account of themſelves; and many 
of them beg, or extort Money from the 
Inhabitants of the Places through which | 
they travel, to the great Terror and An- 
noyance of his Majeſty's Subjects, and 
the Diſturbance of the public Peace; which 
ſaid ſeveral Perſons herein before deſcrib- 
ed, by the various Means and Practices 
0 aforefzld. become Rogues and Vagabonds 
within the true Intent and * of the 
Acts paſſed in the Seventeenth Year of 
the Reign of his late Majeſty King | 
_. . George the Second, and in the _ | 
| 'Year of his preſent Majeſty ; and it being 
... apprehended that ſome of the Perſons 
: herein before deſcribed, have already in- 
truded, or may intrude, within your 
DIY: Conſtablewick, to ſhelter themſelves, and 
carry on their iniquitous Practices, We 
(or) I 1 lone of) his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace acting for 
the ſaid County, Riding, &c. (as the 
| Caſe ſhall be) do therefore in his Majeſty's 
Name, purſuant to the Powers given to 
me (or) us (as the Caſe ſhall be) by the F 
faid ſeveral Acts, command you and ed | 


N 


MG of you, either in the Day or Night, as 
1 ſhall judge moſt proper, within 


ays after you ſhall receive this Warrant, 


and at ſuch other Times as you ſhall ſee 
3 Occaſion, to ſearch for, and apprehend 


every Perſon whom you ſhall, upon 


ſuch Search, find, within your Conſtable- 


wick, to be a Rogue or Vagabond, under 


any of the Deſcriptions aforeſaid; and 


bring him or her before me, (or) us (or) 


one of us (as the Caſe ſhall be), or fome 
other Juſtice of the Peace having Juriſ- 5 

diction therein, to be examined and pro- 

ceeded againſt, in the Manner directed by 


the ſaid Acts; and you are hereby au- 


|  thorifed, in caſe any forcible Oppoſition 
ſhall be made to you, in the Execution of 


this Warrant, to call to your Aid any 
other Perſon or Perſons, whom you ſhall 
think proper, to aſſiſt you in the Execu- 


tion thereof. Herein fail not. Given 


under my (or) our Hand and Seal, (or) 


HFands and Seals (as the Caſe ſhall be), 


this | "_ of 


THE END, 


et | yo 
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